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IS. 
Dcur Sli- trncZ Brother ; 

Tell your friend and inquirer this. 
Xo one was ever converted into theosophy. Each one who real+ 

comes into it does so because it is only " an extension of previous beliefs." 
This will show you that Icarma is a true thing. For no  idea we get is any 
more than an estension of previous ones. That is, they are cause and 
effect in endless succession. Each one is the producer of the nest and 
inheres in that successor. Thus we are all different and some similar. 
My ideas of to-clay and yours are tinged with those of youth, and n.e will 
thus forever proceed on the inevitable line we have market1 out in the be- 
ginning. We of course alter a little always, but never until our old ideas 
are extended. Thosefalse icleas now and then discarded are not to be 
counted ; yet they give a shadow here and there. But through Brother- 
hood we receive the l;no~vledge of others, which we consider until (if it 
tits us) it is ours. As far as your private conclusions are concerned, use 
Four discrimination al~vaj-s. Do not adopt any conclusions merely be- 
cause they are uttered by one in whom you have confidence, but adopt 



them when they coincide n-ith !-our intuition. T o  lje even u~ lcon>c : l  lu>l!. 
deluded by  the influence of a n o t l ~ e r  is to  have a counterfeit faith. 

Spiritual 1:no~vledge includes every action. Inquirers ouglit 11 I 1-c~ t1  
the  Bhagavatl-Gita. I t  will give them foocl for centuries if they reacl \\ . i t11 

spiritual eyes a t  all. C n d c r n e a t l ~  its shell is the living spirit that will Iigllt 
u s  all. I rcad it ten times before I sari- thin;-.-; that 1 (lid no t  see at first. 
I n  the night the itleas contained in it are  cligestecl ant1 rctur~lecl l)artl!- nc r t  
day to the  minil. I t  i h  the stud!- o f  ac1el)ts. 

Let n o  mail be  una\\-are that wliile there i >  a  eat it?!- i11 this Lelief 
there is also a great surro\i.. I k i n g  true, 11t.i11?. / / / I / ,  Ltr:cl, all the :reat 
forces are  set in motit 111 1):- the stucie~it. H c  111 I \ \ -  t l~ i~l lcs  1ic 1ii1b givcli 111) 

ambition anrl cc-)nlfort. '1.11~ ;1!111)i:io1) ilntl L I  ,111!.(jrt I I C  z i ~ ~  t:11 111 I ~ 1 . c  
those of tlie lower l)lane, tile mere ~.e!lecti( ) I I S  (I!' rlie y-e<it  ; t ~ l l l ) i t i l  1 1 ) -  , \ ~ l r l  

comf(-~rts of a larger life. '1'1i~ ra!.h c,S trut11 I,u!.ll u l ,  : I I C  c,l\.er- t i ~ i i c  i ~ , l -  

placed upon  those scetls, ant1 tlien tile seetl> 11t.il.ili tc I .1'1't1u: allti c ~ u - ~ :  

new 5truggl.les. Do not  lea\-e an!- e< l r l i e~ t  ill01ii1-cr in ~ < C I I I  , ~ . , ~ n c t '  o! [I]:-. I r  
has cost others nlan!. year5 nncl tell3> < ) I '  111t  ) (  1 r 1  I I  I . ~c IS- IC ,LI~I~  :I. 

I-Ion. tlifficult the 1)atIi of aciic)ll is ! 1 see tlic 1'1itu1-e tlirnl\-. ,111t1 1111- 
consciously in  such case one  nlai;cs efiirts e i t l~er  f;.)r (11. ap.cxil~.t i t  7 1 ' l ~ c ~ ~  
Karma  results. I coulcl almost xis11 1 tlicl not  hear t l ~ e > c  u.l~i>l)es-. 1 3 ~ i t  
he who conquers  hi~llself  is ~ r e a t e r  than tlle cc,nc.lueror.; of' n-01-ids. 

I'erliaps you see more clearly now ho\v I<arma operates. I f' I ~ n c  
directs liimscll t o  eliminating all o ld  I<arma, the stru,ngle verj- often 1,e- 

c o ~ n e s  t rerne~ld(-~us ,  f(-)r the n-hole 1, lad n i  ancient sin rushes to tlie fi.o~lt 
011 a Inan ant1 the e ~ - e n t s  succeed each otlier rapidly : the strain is terrific, 
a n d  the \vhole life fabric grc-~ans and  I-0~1;s. is said in the l h t ,  !-cuu 

may g o  tllrougli the al)pointed course in ;GO l~ i r ths ,  in seven years. (:)I. in 
seven minutes. 

'The sentence in L/'gh/ 1/72  [he Ptr,'h referred tii 1))- so  many stuclents i.; 
no t  so  clifficult as sonle others. O n e  answer \vill c 1 0  for ;all. I 'lic I ) ,  )nl: is 
1171-itten o n  the basis of l<eincarnation, ancl 1vlie11 it s a p  the soilcti s a r -  
men t  will fall again 011 !.ou, it I11eans that this \\-ill 11al)l)en in solne otlier 
life, no t  necessai.ily in this, though that may he tt KI.  '1'0 ( '  turn  a\\-a!- in 
horror"  is ?lo/ cietachment. I3efore we call liope to  prevent any  particular 
state of mint1 o r  events reaching us in  this o r  in another life, we nlust in 
fact be  detached from tliese things. Son- i('d are  lot o u r  110dies o r  nlere 
minds, h u t  the real part of  11s i ~ i  ~vhicli  T<arma inheres. Karnla brings 
everything about .  1 t attaches to  our  real inner selves 11~7 a t t ac l~ment  ancl 
repulsion. 'I'hat is, if we 101-e vice o r  anytliing, it seizes o n  us  b!- attL1~11- 
ment  thercto ; if we hate anything, it seizes (-)11 o u r  i i l~ler  sel\-es 11y re;l>on 
of the strong horrcir n-e feel for it. In orcler to prevent a tliing S-ve must  
understand it  : we cannot  untlerstantf while we fear. (:)r liate it. \I-e ~ r c  
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not to 1o1.e \.ice. I ~ u t  are tc-I recognize that it is a p ~ r t  o f  tlie \\-hole, anti, 
tr!-in: to uildc.r>t,intl i ~ ,  n-e thus get above it. 'I'llis is the L b  di)ctrine o f  
ol ' I~;>i tes  " si)l-bl;cn c,f in Bhagavacl-Gita. Sc, if n'e turn in horror nvn. (11-e 
ma!- fcel sail ailrl charitable, thoug11) from the bad, the future life will feel 
that liorr~-)r and tle~.elop it b- reaction intc, a reincarnation in a l)od!* ancl 
plate   lie^-e n-e 111ust in n~ater ia l  life gc.) t l irr)~1~11 the very thing we hate 
no,\.. As \I-e arc striving to  reach Gotl, \\-ti must leixril to be as near l i l i t :  
IIiril as p(-bssible. He loves and l~a tes  not ; so we inList 5trive to regard 
the greatest vice as being something \ve must not hate vhi le  I\-e \\ill not 
engage in it, and the11 we may approacli that state \\-liere we n.ill l;110\\. 

the greater love that taliss in good and evil men ancl tliings alike. 
Good and Evil are onl! the two  poles o f  the c,ne thing. I n  tlie -41)- 

solute, Evil is the same t l i i ~ l ~  in this way. One \vith absolute lino\vledge 
can see both good and evil, 11ut he does notfecl Evil to be a tliing to flee 
from, and thus he has to call it merely the other pole. 11-e say Go(-)d or  
Evil as certain events seem pleasant or  unpleasant to us or  our  present 
civilization. ,Ind so ~ v e  have coined thnse two 11-orcls. They are \)act 
~rorcls to use. For  in the ,lbsc~lute one is just as  necessar!. as tlie otlier, 
ant1 ( ~ f t e n  what seem e\,il ant1 s b  lmin " are not aI!solutcl!' so, hut 011l!- nec- 
essar!. ac-ljustnlents in tllc 1)rogrcss of tlic soul. r\e;~cl BIla~ai.arl-Gita as tc 

ho\v tlie self S C ~ H I S  tc)  s i~ f fe~ .  11aiil. I t  i I 1 1,oss of fricntl.\ ? 
Y o ;  if !-ou arc self-citntrecl. Slancler: X(jt  if ~ o u  rely on lcarmn. 
'I'herc is onlj- evil n-iien you se1)el a$aii~st imnlutable decrees that nlust be 
\ V I  ll-\ie(I o u t .  I7c>u know tliat tliei-c lllust 1)e t!lese lxllancings \vllicli \\.e 

call ( f ~ c ~ c l  :111d I':\'il. Just i~ilagiile one 111an \vho reall!- was a Iiigli soul, 
11(-)\\ living as a miser and  enjoying i t .  170u call it a n  el-il ; he a gootl. 

is right ? I'ou say " E:vil" because !-ou are spea1;ing o u t  of the 
'True ; b u t  the True  did kno\v that he coulcl never have 1)assed some one 
certain point unless he liad that experience, and so n-e see him now in an 
evil state. Experience n-e  nus st ]lave, ancl i f  I\-e accept i t  a t  our  o~vi l  
hands we are wise. 'That is, n-liile striving to do  our  whole duty to  tlie 
world and ourselves, n-e \\-ill not live the past over again by vain and bur!- 
ful regrets, nor condemn any man, \vliatevcr his deeds, since n-e cannc bt. 
know their true cause. We are not ICarlna, we are not the Law, and  it is 
a species o f  that hyl~ocrisy so deeljl! condemned by It for us to  c o n t l e m ~ ~  
ally man. 'I'hat the Law lets a Inan live is ])roof that he is not j e t  juclgetl 
by that higher power. Still we inust ant1 will I;eep o u r  discriminatin:,r 
polver at all times. 

As to  rising a\,o\-e Goor1 and Evil, that does not mean to clo evil, 1 1 1 '  

course. But, in fact, there can be n o  ?-(ldl 1q:vil 01. Good : i f  our  niin is 
right our  acts cannot he evil. S ( u \ v  all acts are dead \vlien clone ; it is in 
the heart that they are cvncei\.ed :1nc1 are alreacly there clone ; the mere 



1 1 ,  ,dl;!- cArr! 111:. out  of tllenl is a clead thing in itself. So we 111'1~ (11 1 'I 

. ~ ~ I I ) I  1.ed ~ w d  act ancl that shall outnardly appear good, ancl je t  'I\ (111r 
I ~ c I ~ ~ \ L '  ~,tfrliaps 1, \i 1-0115 the act is naught, but  the motive count\. 

71'hc g:eat God dltl all, good and bad alike. Anlong the r e y ~  ale 
hat  appear E i i l  thing,, yet he nlust be unaffected. Su if we follo\v I3lia_i. 

Crit,l, 211~1 Chapter, we must tlo onl! those acts we believe right for tlie 
-al;e of God and not for ourselves, and if we are regardless of the conse- 
cluelice. we are not concerned if the.. czppe[r/ to 1)e Good or  Evil. tlle 
ht. ,~rt and mind are the leal planes of error, ~t 5)llon.c, that \\ye must  1001; 
t o  ~t that wc d o  all act5 inerely bec'lusc the!- are there to be done. It  then 
1)ecomes difficult only to sel)ar,ltc oursel\t.s fr-oln tlie act. 

\Tc can neier  a i  h u m ~ n  1)ein;s rise a b o \ e  l ~ e l u y  the in\trumenty 
thrcjugll w h i ~ h  that whicll i. ctxlletl (;ood '111~1 1:111 C O ~ I I L ' \  t o  1 ) ~ 1 \ ~ .  1)ut ,I> 

that Good and I,v~l are thc lesult of coml)arlsoli < ~ n d  '11-e 1 1 o t  111 t l i c ~ n - ~ I \ e -  
a h ~ v l u t e ,  it must f, ~ l l o n  thar e ( the  re'll ' .;('c.  " )  must lc,li 11 tc I r1.c 111- 
ternallj to a place n here these occul-rci1ce.s '11)l)ear tc I US met el! a\ c!~aiinc- 
in a life of change. El en in the \vorldl!. nlan tli~c, 30111~11111es 11~])l)ei1\. 

As, say 13ismarcli, used to n ~ o \  ing large bodie, of me11 and 1x1 l i ~ l ) \  
for n good end, can easily rise above the transient Eiil, lookin: to '1 

greater result. O r  the physician is able to rice a l ~ o v e  p'lin t ( ~  a paticnt. 
and only consider the good, or  rather the result, that is to follow frvm a 
painful operation. T h e  patient himself does the same. 

So the student comes to see that he is not to d o  elther " Good " or  
*' Evil," bu t  to do any certain number of acts set before him, and mean- 
while not ever to  r e g a ~ d  much his line of conduct,  bu t  rather his line of 
motive. for his conduct follows necessarily fro111 his motive. T a k e  the 
5oltlier. For  him there i, nothing better than lawful mar. @el-y. Does 
he d o  wrong in xarr ing or  not, e i  en if 11 ar  unlawful ? He does not un- 
less he lnives his motive. They who g o  into war for gain or  revenge clo 
wrong, but not he ~ h o  goes at his superior's order, because it is his pie- 

sent duty. 
Let us, then, estencl help to all who come our  way. This will be true 

progress ; the vells that come over our  souls fall away when we work for 
others. Let that be the real motiie,  and  the qunnliit, of work done 111alies 
n o  difference. %. 

I t  would seem that Good ant1 Evil are not inherent in things them- 
selves, but in the uses to ~vhich those things are put  by us. They are 
conditions of manifestation. ,11,1ny things commonly called immoral are 
consequences of the unjust la\\ s of man, of egotistic social institutiuns : 
buch things are not immoral pet- se, but relatively so. They are only 
inlmoral in point of time. There are others whose evil consists in the 
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base use to  which higher forces are put, or  to  which Life--which is sacre~l  
--is put, so  that here also evil does not inhere in them, bu t  in ourselves : 
In our  misuse of n(2ble iiistruments in lower ~v~irl; .  Nor does evil inhere 
in us, but in our  i ~ n o s a n c e  : it is one of the $reat illusions o f  Xature. *\I1 
these illu..;ions cause the soul t o  experience in iriatter until it has con- 
scio~i>l!- l e ~ i r n e ~ l  c\-cl-!- Ijart : tlien i t  must learn ti) l-r~iow the whole and all 
at (-)rice, n-hicli i t  clzn 0111~-  clo 1)y and -through re-union with Spirit : 01. 

-\vith tlie Suprelne, with the Deity. 
If we take, with all due  re\.erence, so ~ l l u c h  of tlie s t a n d i ~  ~ i n t  of' the 

5'1prelne as our  finite minds or  our  dawning intuition ma!. l.)ermit, n.e feei 
t h ~ ~ t  he s tan~ls  above unnloved by either Good c ~ r  1:vil. ( Iu r  goocl is rela- 
tive, and evil is only the linlitation of the soul b: matter. From the 
material essence of the Deity all the myriad differentiations of Nature 
(Praliriti. cosmic substance), all the \vorlds ailtl their correlations ase 
evr)lvecl. They assist the cyclic experience of the son1 as it passes fi.111n 
state to state. H o w  then shall we s;2jr that any state is evil in an absolute 
sense? Take  murder. It  seetrls a n  el-il. True, we cannot retr!bj  tali^ 
life. but ~ v e  can destroy a vehicle of the divine Principle of T,ife ancl i111- 
pelle tlie course of a soul using t h ~ t  vehicle. 13ut we are more injured I)!- 
the deed tli;ln an!, other. I t  is the fruit of a certain unhealttl!. state of the 
scoul. 'I'lie deed senti.; us t o  heil, as i t  were, for ollc or mc-)re incnrnnt ion~ : 
tc-) a co~ltli t ion of miser!-. 'The sliocl;, the natural retril)ution, our  o u - n  

resultant I<asn>n, 1)otli tlie penalties imposed 11y rnan ancl that exacted I,!- 
occult la\\-, cliasteil and soften tlie soul. I t  is passecl tllrougli a m o ~ t  
solenl~l experience \vliicli hat1 become necessary to  its growth ant1 \\-liicl: 
in tile cntl is thc cause of its adtlitional purification. I n  l-ieu- of [his 1-c.- 
sult, \\-as the cieed e~.il  ? It was a necessar!- collsequence of tlle limitation- 
of matter ; for hat1 the soul remained celestial and in free Being, i t  cc-)ultl 
not have committed murcler. Nor has tlie immortal soul, the spectator. 
ili~!- share in the nron? ; it is onlj- the l)ersonality, the eleinentar!- 1);11't I - , / '  

the soul, which lias sinned. A11 that l i e e ~ ~ s  the soul confined to ~naterial 
existence is evil, ailtl so n-e caiinc-~t cliscriminate either. T h e  onlj-  ultirllatc 
goocl is Unit!., ancl in reality notliiilg 1)ut that exists. Jieilce our  jucly- 
mcnts are in time only. ?;or haye 11.e tlie right to exact a l ~ f e  for a lik. 
" 1-engeance is inine, saith tlie Lord ( L a w ) ;  I will repa!.." \&'e I)ecc-)me 
al~etters of murcler in nlaliing such I~u inan  law>. I d o  not say that ever! 
experience must be guile tlirough \)orlily, ljccause some are li\.ecl out  in 
the mind. Yor do I seek to justif). any. T h e  only justification is in the 
Law. 

T h e  innocent illan unjustly nlurdered is rewarded l)!~ Karma in a 
future life. lntleed any man nlurclered is reimbursed, so to say : fijr 
while that misfortune sprang from his I<ar~na,  occult law does not admit 
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c I f  the talcins of life. Sonle men are the n-eapoiis of Icarrna in their \vrolig 
(1, )ing, but  the!- themselves have ;tppointed this place to themselves in tlieir 
I,'l't. 

T h e  Great Soul needed just that bod!., whatever tlie errors of i t ,  

nature or  it.; 1)hpical environment, ant1 to disa~)point  the soul is a fearful 
r1et.J for a. nlan. For  it is onl!, man ,  only tlie lo\ver ~ l a t u r e  uncier tlie in- 
fluence of 'l';lmas (the c111alitj- of clarkness), which feels tlie impulse to t<rl\e 
life \\ liether in human justice, for le\,euge, for I)rotection, or 5 0  on. " 'l'lie 
w 1u1 neither kills or is 1;illecl. " \iTliClt n e l;no\v a\  ourselves is only the 
natural man, the lower princil)leb ;~ncl mi1it1, 1)re~itletl o \ e r  I,!. tlie f,il\e 
conscioubness. Of the yoill we 1 i ;~ \e  1)ut l~riel <11it1 ~ ) ~ ~ v t i a l  qlimp.ei-in 
conscience or  intuition-in our  orcliilCxr!- .t<lte '1'1lc1-t. 'Ire, 0 1 '  cou~.c .  
ps!-chic and spiritual stateb in \vliicli 1i101.c i-, 1;110\\.11. ' l ' l i l i y  1iat~11.c \\ c ~ r .  
against nature, aln-a!-s 1.0s tlie 1)url)ose 01' 1)r in~i i ig  ;rl)c~ut t l ~ c  1,lir.tii;lrit 
anrl evolution of tlie ~(11111. Xatlire exists oiil!. for the 11i11.pose 01. tllc IU!.  
I f  \ve ttiinl; o u t  the subject 1il)oii these lines, \\.c can at ]cast hce hc,\\- r,i-;11 
we should be to conclutle tliat an)- cieecl \\.ah uniniseci e\.il. 01- t l i n t  rl~c,yc 
tli\tinctions exist in the -1bhc )lute. It all )11e is ; all el.\c is ~ ~ l ~ e n o r n c ~ i , t l  
anil transitoij- ; these clilterences tlisal)l)car '1s \vc ~ I ~ C ) C C C I ~  111)\\ <II.LI. 1 1 ~ ~ 1 i i -  
~vh i le  we are to a\.oicl all tliese i n i n ~ o ~ a l  thing5 and Inan! I ~tliel-, n( kt . i ,  I c- 
2,lrded 111 the crowd at all, bu t  I\ liicli are juit  ab much b o  l ) e c c ~ u ~ e  \\ c- 
l;no\v to n hat increased ignc,r;lnce and tlar1;neis they give rise tlirousll tlie 
ferment xvhicki they cause in tlie nature, and that this impedes the entrance 
c,f tlie clear rays of ?'ruth. 

I cloubt that the haul l;110\\s tile inoral or immoral. For  just con~icler 
for a moment the case uf a cI~\e~nl)otlietl ioul.  \irliat is 5111 to it n1ie11 
freed from ttiat sliell-the 1)otl)- ? \\'hat dc~eb it know tllen o f  l iun~nn  
Ian s or moralities, or tile rule4 ancl f o r ~ n s  of' matter? Does it even iee then]? 
\I7hat lenclness can it cc~nimi t?  So I say that tliese moralities are of t l l i b  

pl,rne onl!, to be heedecl ancl ol~e! ecl there, but  not to be postu1'1teci a \  filial 
( , r  used a, a balance to weigli the soul \\ liicli has other 1an.s. 'I'lie 1.1-ee 
boul lias to tlo \I it11 ebieiices cilld pol\ erb all i~111)ersonal ; the strife o f  111atter 
i b  left beliind. Still higher ancl above as ithin all, tlie pabsionlesy, cleatli- 
less spirit lool;.; down, l;no\ving well that, 1vkie11 the natural has once again 
,ul)>iclecl into its spiritual source, all this struggle ant1 play of force and 
1v111, this waxing and waning of forms, this progression of c o n s c i o u s n e ~ ~  
~vhich  throw u p  coming cloud, and fumes of illusion before the eye of the 
soul, ~vill  have come to  a n  end. Even now, while we cannot nlaster these 
high themes, we can have a patient trust in the processes of evolution and 
the Law, blaming and judging n o  man,  but  living u p  to  our  highest in- 
tuitions ourselves. The real test of (1 nzctn is his ~rzotzile, which we d o  not  
see, nor do his acts al\vays represent it. J. N. 



IYhen ttie difficulty of acquiring a knonlledge of astrology is con- 
siclerell. it is not to  1,e n-onklereLl at that so fen. in our day are proficient in 
that science. T h e  rules appear desigrleilly abstruse, as i f  to discourage 
ortiinar!- students from entering a fielcl that is re.;er\.od onl! for certain 
i'a\.ore~l ones. I11 order to calculate an event in r.he life of a person \\.ith 
an!- cle~"'w of precision, one must lrnon. geometry, plane and spherical 
irisonometry, as \\-ell as astronolriy, to s:~!. nc~tlling of the cumpiicatcd 
;!--tt.rn of a.;tr~>lo;ic tleductions involving all the otliei-s above nlenti(illec1. 
.\ccor(ling t o  Stecle's ,S'cic/lces : " T h e  issue of an!. inlpo;.tant untlertnliil~g 
and the fortunes of an inciivjdual \yere fi)retold by tile astrologer 1~1io clrew 
up a horoscope representing the position of the sun, moon, and planeis at 
the beginning of the enterprise or at the birth of a person. I t  was a coin- 
plete and co~nplicated system, and contained regular rules which guicled 
the interpretation, and wliich were so abstruse as to require years fur their 
mastery. " 

So, too, in his pi-efiice to the Gltzr/i/)ltl?* of Ast~~Zogy Zaclkiel says : 
.' Tlie art of Xativitics requires man)- years of patient experimenting bef[ll-e 
i t  ccln 112 \\-ell ui~tlerstooil and practised with cei-taint!- and satisfaction. 
'rile ast of ;i~inosphei-ical ;i.;trolog!. (weather forecastingj ancl also that of' 

3Iunclane -l.;trolog!. (the Lite o f  natio~is) alilie tielnand much tirnc to pcne- 
tr-ate ttie arcana, and a good eclucation to follonl their practise." 

'I'ile condition of this age being not only ~naterial and pr,~ctical, but 
also superficial, it follows that a diflicult and visionary science like Astrol- 
ogy can meet with little or no encouragement from ordinary students. 
Young men acquire at college a smattering of many sciences, few of which 
are ever called into requisition in after life. And, especially in America, i f  
tiley clo here and there dig deeper into one mine of Iino\tledge than 
another, it is solely with a view tc, immediate financial reward. 'The prac- 
tical takes precedence of everything else. T h e  highest mathematics, ac- 
corcllng to the popular notion, consists in the adding up  of' banli deposits or 
the figuring of interest on mortgages. There is little room or favor for a study 
whicti has " no  money in it," especiall!. when so much ~ a l u a b l e  time is 
' '  wasted " in learning its principles. Besides, i t  must be confessed that 
astrology is not regarded as esactly the proper thing in orthodox society. 
Church people generally, while they join the materialists in contemptuously 
denying its truth, yet retain enough of the flavor of bigotry to discounte- 
nance the study of the science as being based on heretical ideas. 

Thus is astrology hemmed in on every side. T h e  result is that there 
is n o  single avowed astrologer of note in the Western hemisphere to-day. 



I n  Europe the situation is not  much better. Since the death of Lieut. 11.. 
R. 3Iorrison (Zad1;iel) in 1874, there has been tlo one of general rc1rut:i- 
ticin with a pretense of honest astrology in London. I t  is true tlint t!lert. 
is another Zatfkiel in hlorrison's shoes, bu t  his lucubrations, as  jutlyud il! 
the annual alinanac issued in his name, are disgusting to a sincere belie\.er 
in star-influence. For  example, let us take the predictions of Zadliiel'i. 
Almanac thus far for the year r S S Y .  Under  the heading " L-oiice of tile 
Stars " for January we find the follo\ving : 

" The  martial star of Olcl Englantl ~vhich has heen dimii~ed for so long 
past, no\v begins to shine \\-ith its \vontetl lustre again, so that the energ!. 
and patience of her children \\.ill 1)e soon re\varclecl. The  solar eclipse of the 
first day of the month \\-ill 1)e visil~le in Sor th  America : \ye shall soon hear 
of tl-ouljle in some of the north-\vestern states, anti eartlicluake shocks a l~ou t  
the 97th clegree of \vest longitutle. The  Central Pacific 1-a~lroatl \ \ . i l l  meet 
\vith some ~llisfbrtune. The  partial eclipse of the moon, partlj- 1-isil~le tierr 
on the  17th inst., will 1)e cluickl! follo\vetl \I? escitement and teml)or;?r!- tic- 

pression on  Change. i\'e\\-s from Iiussin \\.ill l ~ e  ~varlil;e, albeit tlie i ~ ~ t e ~ - ~ ~ : i l  
state of that country \\-ill interfere \\.it11 the ambitious ~ ~ r o j e c t s  ot the milirar! 
and slav parties," 

Under the heading of Februar!, Zadliiel sa!.s : 

" hfars, by his transits, brings troul)le on the C ~ a r  of Russi:~ :II;(I tlic 

King of Italy e;~l-ly this month, antl those monarchs \\.ill do \\.ell to i\eejl c , i ~ ;  

of danger and avoid warlike proceeclings as  far as  l)ossil~le. Sen.5  iroi~l 
India, Burnish, antl Afghanistan \\.ill be of evil import ; strife ancl l )~ . i~-at io~i  
\\-i l l  afflict several provinces. Some great public scantlal \\ill 11e rile 11)  

Loncton about the jth inst. I n  France the Anarchists \\.ill I)e very active a n ~ l  
mischiel-ous th i s  month.?' 

It would, indeed, be a loss of t ime to quote any further. Sufficient t o  

say that, aside f rom t11e announcement of tile solar anci lunar e c l i ~ ) ~ e ~  
(n-hic11 were, of course, generally known and lookecl for), not c)nc l)ro~ll~ec! 
anlong the above has come true. 7'he Central Pacific ~.ailroatl c ! i ~ !  I I O I  

meet with an!, misfortune, nor was the news from Russia at a l l  \\.arlilic- i l l  

J anuar~ . .  Neither in February d id  AIars bring ttrc,ul)le 011 the Czar of' 
Russia 01. the l<ing o f  Italy, nor was the ne\vs frcm India oi e\.il i11i1,ort. 
nor were tlle Anarchists particularly active in France. O n  the c!tller h a n d .  
\ y e  cannot help ~vonder ing \vhy this precious prophet did not give us sc,nie 
hint of what actuallj, (lid occur in tilose months. For  instance, he 1nig11: 
have alluded to the ;lrcti-duke Rudolph's tragic suicide, to the Panama 
Canal failure, to the c~isastrous end of the Parnell sensation, to  the aljdica- 
t ion of King  Nilan,  to the ren1arl;ably mild winter in America, and a I&\. 
other happenings of general interest, as to  all of which he  is silent. 

I t l i ir~k that the above extracts ar-e enough to  show that the present 
Zadkiel is a pretender. And yet the original owner o f  that pseudon!.nl 
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was not by any means entirely above reproach. H e  wrote a Granzvzar cf 
,-2sfrolog~~ which was designed to accompany \lTilliam Lill~.'s Introductzbn fo 
AsiroI'06y1, and which is, in fact, bound u p  \\.it11 the latter in one of Bohn's 
volumes. Sow, a grammnr c7ugllt to be piaill sailing for the student, and 
with some l i~ t l e  help perliaps, at the start, fro111 a proficient, he should be 
enabled to follo\v the rules laid do\\.n, and arrive at satisfactory results. 
But I clefj. anybocly to make lleatl or tail of %adl;iel's rules. H e  leaves out 
certain essential po~nts,  without n.l~ich one cannot bridge the chasnls con- 
tinually appearing in the matl~ematical calculations necessary to reach 
requisite solutions. Botli Lilly and Zadkiel appear to ha1.e purposel!- given 
out i~~conlp le te  teachings, just about as if they were trying to eat their cfllce 
and keep it too, or, in other ~vords, to sell their book and yet not reail!. 
let anyone into their secret. 

But, through good and 1)ad report, through false and true teaching>, 
astrology itself remains unchanged. T h e  mild radiance and subtle inf  uence 
of the platlets continue to extend across the t ren~endous abysses separating 
this world from others, through the conducting ether, and  the lives of 

, intlividuals continue to tally with the positions of the various planetary 
l~ociies as calculated wit11 reference to their position at the time of I.)irtli. 
T h e  science of nativities lias 1)een corrol)orateci oi.er and over spin, in fact 
by ever!.one witl~out exception \ \ . I10  l ~ a s  iilade a careful 2nd unl)l.ejutiiccti 
e s a i n i ~ ~ a t i o n  of the s;tnle. ;Ill of the olijections that natu~.aIl!- arise in the 
mintl of the ne\v in\.estil,ratt 11. l~x\.e occursecl to many otl~ers f; )i. sc 
thr~tisanti.; o f  years past, and lia\*e all \)eel] hatislictOril! ansn,ered. It  i ?  
nil\ po>si!)le, for instance, that st) ~)~.ofouiitl  a t11inl;er as I<epler couid ha\.e 
practihed astrology ai~ci lxlieveii in i t ,  \vitliout having studied it.  in ei.ery a s p ! .  
Let us, at least, give liixn the credit o f  po;sessing con~rllon sense. I<ect.nt 
astronoiners genc.ral1,~ n~a in ta in  an  obstinate silence on the  sul~ject 01. 

astrology, 1)referring not t o  run corlllter to tlle current of moclern material- 
istic thougl~t: yet some could i)e 11ail1e~1 \vl~o holti a I~ igh  place in scientific 
circles, ant! who  are, secretly, l)elieve~.s. Proctor, i t  is tsue, in his ~J(r//l.s 
nucZ illarvels cf --ls/~-otzom_~', attemptecl to clericle star-divination, but his 
efforts \\.ere not very succcssful in tliat directinn. _ l n ) - w a .  he was a time- 
server. I n  always ainling to poi)ularize astrc,nomy a?zd hli?iseZf, he did 11, ) t  

hesitate to cater to the popular and churct~ly itleas on astrologic subjects. But 
even lie directed his attacks mailll!. at  hor'11.y astrology. The latter is a 
parasite that has become attacliecl to the science b!. long association, b u t  is 
in no  way a part of it. As lons  aSo as Lotd I3acon's time efforts \\ere 
made to rid the science of this offencler. Snicl Bncon : 

"But \ve receive astrology as a part of physics, lvithout attributing more 
to it than reason ancl the evidence of things alloiv, anti strip it of its super- 
stition and conceits." 



This is the Keynote. Let us take what Itre find to be certain i l l  t l l i -  

bcience and eject what is unworthy or unreasonable. The  doctrille oi' 

n,~ti\ities requires no argutnent simply because it inva~iably corrol)ora~e- 
itself. Horary astrolog!,, however, is and always has been estrernei) 
chimerical. ?'he only reason it has ever been permitted to exist is becauce 
it gives the professional astrologer (one \\rlio peddles out his prnphecies a t  

so nluch per prophet!.) a \\icier field for the exercise of his imagiilation a n d  
thereby increases his revenues. -4s there may be sl3me relders who are 
not acqilainted wit11 the astrologic terms, I n.la!- explain that hor.ar!- 
astroloq!- is the astrolog!. of the " liour "; in other ivord.;, it answers clues- 
tions as to the immediate outcome of an!. pa r t i c~~la r  1,usiness in n-hich the 
setlier ma!. be engaged. 'I'tlus i t  profe>.;es t o  tell n .sl)eculatc~l. ~vllett~er t o  

buy or sell stocks, a loser \vlietl~er he sliall ~ a i n  tlie o1,ject of 11i.s clioicc, 
a plunciered housel~oltler \vllere to recover his stolen ~jl.ol~cl.t!.. etc. So\\-. 
these are all tempo~.arily o f  great interest to the questioner ; h u t  to \\.li;lt  a 
siciiculous insignificance do  t11ey sink \ \hen 1>1.011gllt into relation \\.ith the 
t ren~endous spaces and n ~ a j e s t ~ c  influences of the solar s!-stem !' Common 
.ense should crush this miseral~le and impel tinellt liorar!. falsehnoil under 
its heel. Indeed, it carries predestination illto the most trilial affair, 01' 
life, and binds us irretrievably to fatalism if believed in. 

T h e  doctrine of nativities, on the other hand, is one of the grandest 
of which we can conceive. It is not thxt the planets are brought into a 
certain position simply for the benefit or injuly of individuals. ?'he stal 
influence is perpetually the same. escept as it is modified by distance and 
the relations of one planet to another. Hence, a FeisGn born under a 
certain combination of time and place receives a certain kind of planetar! 
~nfluence \vhich gives him to a I~mited extent the direction in which he 1 4  

to travel through life. But this is not predestination. Far from ~ t .  

\Vhether born as a monach or as a peasant, whether the brain be n~ecliocrl: 
or specially gifted, whether ttie phpical  fo~mation be strong or sickl!., tlle 
individual still has the opportunity of spi~i tual  g~o~vth-and imprcj\ernellr, 
subject only to the modifications of Karmlc law. Anyone who has reati 
King Oscar's pathetic and noble e5say in the ATrizeieenth Centuf-)I for. 
February can there see that the struggle of the monad towards a higher 
spiritual plane is as well exemplified as in the life of the obscurest artimi. 

T h e  directions of astrolog!., talcen in relation to the planetary positioils 
at time of birth, refer exclusii~ely to material events. They indicate periods 

1-At their nearest approach to the Earth the pla~iets are yet at about the followiug 
distances : The moon 225,000 miles, l~e i ins  25,000,000 miles, Mars 3d,OCIO,OOU iniles, RIercury 48.500,- 

c100 miles, the Sun (he is recknucti as a planet in astrology) 90 OUO,OO(! miles, .Jupiter .LOO,O(I(J,O(I(I 

miles, Satllru 800,000.000 miles. Just  irnagiue all these uniting their influences, a t  the command 
of an astrologer, so as to decide whether a Inan onght to purchase a new hat or not, or to indicate 
for hini the whereabouts of a lost dog ! 
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of sickness, financial misfortune, marriage, worldly success, death. Even 
these may in mazy instances be nullified by interposing an active opposi- 
tion of the will. But they do not touch the life of the inner man, who is 
thus left free to develop into a higher or retrograde into a lower state. A 
blacksmith may thus become as spiritually perfect as a college professor. 

Looked at in this light, astrology is seen not to interfere with the 
harmony of natural law, but is, on the contrary, one of the most useful 
illustrations of the unity that pervades not only our own little world but the 
entire universe. G. E. W. 

Chicago, Xarch 25, 1889. 

[A PAYER READ BEFORE THE KRISHNA T. S.] 

Let us be practical, my friends; let us be practical, I say. I shall 
touch to-day only upon the practical ethics of Theosophy, and in a very 
simple, colloquial style. 

My general experience anlong the classes interested in and leaning on 
Theosophy, Mental Science, Christian Science, Mind Healing,-and, 
indeed, all students of psychics, and of those silent and invisible forces in 
Nature which move with a solemn stillness, and yet which are invincible,- 
is that they are too dreamy, too theoretical, too vague, and too hysterical, 
to meet the trials of this commonplace, work-a-day life. 

Many of us who call ourselves Theosophists proceed to repeat the 
fundamental teachings of this science-religion, without ever troubling 
ourselves to sift them to the bottom of their meaning, or satisfying our- 
selves that we apply them to our own lives. 

I recall a few cases which illustrate this point, and I may safely 
relate them as convincing proof of what I have said. 

The first is of a lady who believed herself a devoted Theosophist ; so  
did others. But, when a marplot of a dressmaker failed to deliver her 
new gown while she waited to don it for a dinner party, her impatience 
grew to such a fume that it boiled over in a flood of petulznt tears, while 
she threw herself, face downwards, on a couch. Now, if a woman's 
theosophy, superior will, Divine wisdom, or whatever you choose to call it, 
does not serve her at times of such frivolous disappointment, it is not 
worth much. 

The second is of a lady who became enamored of Mental Science ; 
ecamored ! mark you. For the time being she was enraptured with the 
group of ideas represented under this title, as a child is with a new doll, 
or a suitor with a fresh sweetheart. These subjects are not matters for 
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amorous juggler!-. Tliey are to live by, to  study as a science, and t~- I  re?t 
o n  as a companion, in whom you feel a deeper coilfidence and lii:,.ller 
solace da!--b!.-day. She was a gifted elocutionist ; coughs, colds, and >ore 
throat had been her mortal dread and worst enemies. ,ifter lier first fen- 
lessons in Mental Science, she boldly and persisteiltly denied the esistence 
of influenza or  catarrh ; and  believed this positi\.e attitude of inind a 
bulwark against the inheritance of generations and the indiscreet habits of 
years. But the colds continued to come ; crowding tllick a n d  fast upon 
her. maliing her so hoarse she could hardly speak, while she bra\-el!. fired 
off her ammunition of denials from behind a great fortress of catarrh. Do 
you not thinli she would 1ial.e l~et ter  shon-n cli\.ine wisdom by 1;eepin~ out 
of draughts, clianging n e t  stoc1;ings fur dry c-,nes, and wearing ssuiiicient 
c lothing? I do. 

O n e  more illustration, and I 1ia1.e tlonc. S o t  11 111:,. hinc~e I \\-,I- rc- 
gretti1-i: t11e esis:encc in life of tliose little, far an-a!-: r l c ~ ~ l ~ ~ t e  I - : , I I I L ~ ~  
~vliere a seemi i~g  fate liurls us  ancl ~lieil  lea\ es us to 51311c1 all a11 bnc. \\ 11iic 
we k e l  the ground sli11l)il-g awa!- froin ulldci our  feet : a \\.nstc 01' tl,11.1; 

vlaters arouncl us, ancl n o  human help in sisht. ,1 fliencl tur~lcil  on 111c 
a n d  upbraided ille severel!. for not 11elie\.in~ i in  1711iverscxl 131-( 1tIlc1.11~ )(I. I :  
was useless for me  to 1)rotest. By and I)!- an enlerjienc!- callle i1it1 1 l i i> -  

life. I neecled t\vent!.-five dollal-s instantly, to sa\-e a near fi-icilil i ' l - r ~ ~ ~ i  

disaster. I t  was fi\-e o'clock in the afternoon, and I souglit his :lid at hi. 
place of 1)usiness-ancl i t  is a large importing house. I es~)lainecl tlle 
grievous cil-cumstances. ancl that lily l~anl; was closecl. H e  simply replied. 
" 1 ail1 sorrj- I can't  hell? !-ou. But  !-ou are unnecessaril!- escitetl. 1 
guess y o u  call l~riclge cj~-er !-our \\.orst antici1intions to-night. It's nc-)t 51 I 

long to wait until the lian.1; ol)ens in tlie morn in^." Later on a cluestioii 
c)f m o m e ~ l t  canie u p  relatil-e to n-~atters in \~liicli  we 1)otli had a11 iiitereht. 
Certain mc~~\.ements of 111:- own llntl 1)ccn sat upcull in uncliarita1)lc juclg- 
rnent b!- a clozen critics. I had not been present at the assenil)l!- : 5 0  11e 
\!,rote me ten 1)ages o f  goh:'i111)!- scurrility, trusting " t h ; ~ t  in sl)irit life I 
liad atlvancecl beyolld the world's superficial judsment  ", ancl signecl Iii~n- 
self a loyal, sincere, ancl faithful frientl. This is an instance (of 11c i1~  

Universal 13rotlierliood may l ~ e  tnlliecl most I~eautifully. But in this sordid, 
selfish world, cannot each one of us try to  form tlie nucleus of a LT.'ni~.ersnl 
Brotlierhood by practising a material and spiritual pliilanthropy in our  
own little circle .; 

If we are going tc, clrift into the desperate and cle1,loral~le cant about 
our  esisting as perfect beings emanating from the Divine, 2nd tllerefoi-e 
illcapable of sicliness, sorrow, strife, sin ; if we are going to audaciousl!- 
assert that we to-(la!. are li\ling in the harmony of a Universal 13rother- 
hood ; if we are going to occupy o u r  time straining our  spiritual eyes after 
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astral bodies, the joys of DE\'_1CHXIV, and the luminous tableaux of 
NIRITA1Z.1 : if we are goins to find happiness and solace in these thoughts 
alone ; n e  may as \\ell return to the old and misty creeds of pulpit ortho- 
doxy. 

That n-e are .till only ~ n y  o f  C t d ,  and not gods unto men, is proved 
11y the f~tct that n e  ha1e not shalien off our old conditions of sickness, 
sorrow, Ytrife, sin. If we were l i ~ i n g  to-day a pr~ctical  universal Brother- 
hoc~cl, we should not 1la1e an ,ila,l;,~ St., phi lad el phi,^ : a Five Points, 
Sew 1-ork;  a S e ~ e n  Illalb, Londun ; with tlieir stru,yyling, sinning, 
-qu.~IiJ, btarving populations. If ive were all a\v,ll;e 5p1rituall~-, we 
wc ,ulcl :;raze clearly, conficlently, fearlessly, ant1 without eff'c,rt, on the 
astral phenomena crowdin; the very atnlosphere c l l ) o ~ ~ t  us ; and until tlie 
psychic \ision is compietely unembarraisetl, it is as useless to sit in wonder- 
gazing expectation as to tr!. to read the lieadlines of the Alol-ning " Press,'' 
while the fleshly tissue of the eyelids is still sealed by slumber. 

TITh;lt is Theosophy ? \Yell, TYebster and TT'orcester clefine it as 
Divine lliiscloni ;" but it is something more. Theosophy appears to me 

to be that form of philosophy that links God and Nature in man : a 
human pantheism. If Got1 and Nature be linked in man as the highebt 
espre,sion of Diline po~ver, our worl; begins with ourselves : that is, the 
attainment of human 1)erfection through per5onal effort. 

TYli~t u e  \\rant is not t o  t<~ l l ;  'l 'heo~oph)~, but to live it. I.i\.e it as the 
Inan Je>us did, wall;ing in the ~vays of E:ternal Truth, from which he \\.as 
surnamed Chi tsios. 

If 'I'heosophy is to serve any purpose in elevating the ALTER EGO ; 
if Theosophy i k  to teach inan the Divine TYisdom which he may achieve 
along lines of wo~l(lly practice and experience, and so ultimately lift him 
on  to new heights of  manhood ; then the very beginnings of it are rooted 
in laws ~vhich ma! apply to the homely worries of every day life, and their 
practical remedy. 

Do not let us regard the argument for the study of cosmogony and 
the essential nature of nlan which has come to us under the name of 
Theosophy, merely as a beautiful poetical picture ; not much more than a 
chartning dream of what might be in some intangible s:ate ofexistence, and 
in an indefinite, nameiess some\\ here, quite out of mortal reach. 

The Theosophic life is not a mere theoretical speculation. I t  is 
neither a species of clap-trap mysticism, nor the dreary scheme ofvisionary 
philosophers with the vain hope of delivering themselves from the evils 
and troubles of life,-from all activity, self consciousness, and personal 
existence. 

The exactions of the Theosophist's life-the Zzfe, I say, are real. I t  de- 
mands the constant repression of the gross animal passions ; the subor- 
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dinating of fleshly desires and tempers to the higher spiritual txliest? : tlle 
eradication of selfishness ; the fostering of broad, generous s!-m~)'~thicy 
to\\-arc1 our  fellow 111an : the cheerful performance of the duty t1i;tt lic--.. 
nearest tc-) us. T h e  'l'heosophic life requires pure tllought, noble asl)ir;l- 
tions, high and holy ideal for the inner life : it teaches the love of rigli: fbr 
righteousness sake ; it distinguishes between good and evil b!- tlie liglir 
tliat shines within ; and it de~.elopes the spiritual essence of man I)!- 
tnedi tation. 

J-ou see, it is an arduous, patient, uphill journey that each one ~ i ius t  
climb for himself ; and only 1 1 ~ 7  strength of will ant1 grace of holiness ma!- 
we poor mortal pilgrims hope to attain final glor!,. 

There is n o  shifting responsibilities : n o  sliir1;ing to-lnorro\\-'\ rc-. .ul~ 
o f  to-(lay's action, ~vlietller it be p o d  or  evil ; there are no  \-icnriou- 
atonements. If we \voulcl be sound in sc:~ul, we must 1 ) ~ '  C I U ~  o\vn s~lirit~l,l l  
surgeon and la!- the axe tu the root c~f  tlie fungous gron-th c,l'siii, j u 5 ~  A- 
the surgeon of the botly lays the scalpel to the cancer c)n the I i ~ ~ n i a n  l )~.c ,~>t .  

T h e  process of the practical 'I lieosophic life is entirely within c)111.- 
selves ; tlie motive, tlie eff-ort, and the consequences being distinct1~- 
personal. 

I f  you fail in an undertaking, blallle noman.  T h e  cause of f ,~i lure  i. 
a deficiency in !-ourself. Remember tlie law of the survival of t l ~ c  f i~~e-: .  
illl our  blunders and suff'ering in life are the result of our  own ignc-)~-nncc 
or  i f  e r r .  For  the la\\- of Il;,lICnI,1 is the law of life. \iT1lat !-e so\\-,  
that h a l l  ye also reap. Byron fully illustrates this ortler of thins3 \ i . lrc-11 

he says, ' ' Love and liquor are t~ot l i  ecstacies ; after one  the hexrtaclle: 
and after the other the heaclaclie." If !.ou plant thistle seeds, are you vel-!. 
surprised if strawberries d o  not grow ? .And if you lead a prc-)fligate, 
indolent life, should you be  greatly amazed if honor and acclainl ( 1 , )  11, ~t 

single !-ou out  ? 
E:ach one is positively the Truth, the J,iglit, ant1 tlie \\-a!. un11 Iiiln- 

self. Each one of us is a n  indi~,iclual unit,-a fra:,.lnent o f  tlie ( ; l - c - , ~ r  

ll'hole,-travelling over the mountain 1 ~ 1 t h ~  of life, eu I-ozr/c to tlic (;, ,1rIe11 
Summit. 

T h e  ways are steep and  narro\\-, they are entangled with tliorli3 anci 
tllicl~ets and brambles and briers which smart and lacerate. Ancl when n e 

meet a great jagged boulder, wkiich f i ~ t e  seems to have rollecl as a test ( ) 1 '  

o u r  strength into our  pathway, let us not stand Icicking against it, n-ountl- 
ing ourselves : it is as useless as when the gentle sea-mist endea\.ors 10 

caress the cruel rocks, which tear the phantom lover to shrecls. Let us 
not  pause in despair before these boulders, and so  deter our  o\vn progress. 
Our  object is to  sur l~lount  the obstacle. Climb over it : ~ a l l i  around it : 
plough through it ; only let us be sure to  get it  behind us. 
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And let us act. Action is effort, action is growth. Growth is divine 
pain. All nature travails and groans in growth. Remember, we never 
stand still ; if lye tlo not encleavor to advance, we retrograde. For feelings 
whicli end in themselves anti do not es1)ress themselves by fulfilling a 
function, leave u, feeble ancl sicl;ly in character, debilitated in mind and 
soul. Iklieve me, s1,iritual e\;cellence and tlie hchcme for human perfec- 
tic )n (11, nc,t come to an! one of ub in a n-inclfall. \l'liatever measure of 
-uccc-s \it.  in‘^!- obtain in 'I'heosopliic gron-tl~ i, \\.on 1)y unflagging toil 
.lnJ ])re-eminent psychic endon-ment~. 

Don't be too confident of yourself. Sctlvation is wrought out in fear 
~ n ~ l  trembling. Seek out the truth : there is no goal liiglier than truth. 
But the search is not without its trials : and there are few who are fitted b!- 
temperament and research to lift the veil of Isis. 

Spirituality is only possible of developnlent b y  retiring within one's 
self where lies the higher ~vorld of thought, and sympathy, and instructive 
culture. The unfoldment of this ineffable life and its marvelous lessons 
are of gradual growth, but they are everlasting. Spirituality is the culture 
that issues from discipline, and the courage that springs from the brow c~f  
pain, and that dares all dangers. 

So we are again brought face to face with the bald. fact that the 
Theosophic life means unshrinlcing, incessant, untiring desire combinetl 
with eiticient exercise, I'ra!.er in operation : p r v e r  in ol'eration carried 
thrcbugh ever)- movement of our \v<~l;ing day,-every second of our sleepin? 
hours. 

You ma!. say this is im1)ossible. I say it is not. You will s v  it i. 
harcl work. Yes ! Eut ~ j r ac t i c~~ l  Theosophy nasn't made for lazy people. 

\\-hen you once come to realize that prayer in operation means onl!- 
to \\.orli for the love of your ~vorl;, it will not be so difficult. I\Tllatsoe~-er 
u u r  calling may be, luft!' or humble ; whether it be to preserve liuman 
life or carry a hod ; ~vhether J-ou are making the thought of future gener- 
ations or n-ashing dishes : pel-form your duty to the utmost measure of 
your a1,ilitj-, to the glor!. and satisfaction of your own highest self. There 
is no such thing as accolnplishing great results I\-itliout worl; ; and spir i~-  
uality maliks no apology for indolence. 

Remember : 
" ?'he spark divine dwells in thee ; let it grow. 

That  which the upreaching spirit can achieve 
'I'll2 grand rund ail creative forcesknow ; 
They will assist and stengthen, as the light 

u p  the acorn to the oal; tree's height ; 
Thou has I~u t  to resolve, and lo ! God's whole 
Great universe shall fortify thy soul." 

EJI'LT. 
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Theosophy, thou art  [he truth 
In  morning of tielightfill day. 

Thou art  the day  itself--thy youth 
Know, no  declining nor decay. 
Survivor of the vast array 

Of creeds in every age and clime, 
'Thou dost the cen tu r i e~  survey 

In  one eternal June of time. 

.l'hou art  the univer.;al love 
I\-Ilich lights and lead.; men on theii- n-a? : 

Thou art  the wisdom froin a l~ove  
S o  man may idly disol~ey. .\. 7 . \ hen  Ear th  in d l ~ t a n :  l i ~ t t s  i. <ray, 

Yet wilt thou rule in  goltlen p r i ~ n c ,  
IIaiiitaining thy majeitlc sway 

In  one eternal June of Time. 

\$'here 'Truth's reviving waters play 
Xncl laws of Love and If'iitlom chinlc, 

Forever anti forever stay 
In  one eternal June of Time.  

J .  C. '1'. 

A \ l t l ~ o ~ ~ g h  the gallery of pictures allout n-hich I now write has long 
ago been abandoned, ancl never since its keepers left the spot where it nab 
has it been seer1 there, similar galleries are still to be found in places that 
one cannot get into until guided to them. They are now secreted in tlis- 
tant and inaccessible spots; in the Himalaya mountains, beyond them, in 
Tibet, in underground India, and such m~sterious localities. The need 
for reports by spies or for confessions by transgressors is not felt by secret 
fraternities which possess such strange recorders of the doings, thoughts, 
and condition of those whom they portray. In the brotherhoods of the 
Roman Catholic Church or in Free-masonry, no failure to abide by rules 
could ever be dealt with unless some one reported the delinquent or he 
himself made a confession. Every day mason after mason breaks both 
letter and spirit of the vows he made, but, no one knowing or making 
charges, he remains a mason in good standing. The soldier in camp or 
field oversteps the strictest rules of discipline, yet if done out of sight of 
those who could divulge or punish he remains untouched. And in the 
various religious bodies, the members continually break, either in act or 
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in thought, all the commantlments, unknown to their fellows and the 
heads of the Church, with n o  loss of standing. But neither the great 
Roman Church, the Freemasons, nor any religious sect possesses such a 
gallery as that of 11 hich I will try to tell you, one in which is registered 
every bma1le.t deed and thought. 

I d o  not mean the $reat A5tral Light that retains faithful pictures of 
all I\ e du, \illether 11 e 11e Thcc)so~)hists or Scoffers, Catholics or Free- 
mas, ~ n s ,  but  a verital~le collectioi~ of simu1,lcrae delil~erately constructed 

as to specialise one of the many functions of the -1itl-al Li71it. 
It  was during one of my talks with the old man n h o  turnetl into a 

n~nc le r ing  eye that I first heard of this wonderful gailery, and after 111s 
death I was shown the place itself. I t  was kept on  the Sacred Isla1111 
nhere of old many weird and magical things esisted and events occurred. 
You may ask why these are not now found there, but you might as well 
request that I esplain why Xtlantis sank beneath the wave or why the 
great -1ssyrian Empire has disappeared. They have had their day, ju\t as 
our  present boasted civilization will come to its entl ancl be extinguished. 
Cyclic law cannot be held from its operation, and just as sure as ticles 
change on  the glolle and 1)lood f l o ~ s  in the body, so sure is it that gre'lt 
tloingb reach their conc lu~ion  and powerful nations disappear. 

It  n 0 1 1 1 ~ -  a few months previous to the old man's death, when 
approdchiny diswlution or superior orcleri, I 1;now not which, caused 
Iiim t~7 reveal marl!- things and let slip liillts 3s to others. H e  had been 
reyrettlng his numerous errors one day, and turning to me said, 

'. ,\nd have you never seen the gallery where your actual spiritual 
state recorcls ityelf?" 

S o t  l;no\ving what he rneant I replied, " I  did not know they had 
one here." 

" Oh yes ; it is in the old temple over by the mountain, and the dia- 
mond gives more light there than anywhere else." 

Fearing to reveal my dense ignorance, not only of nha t  he meant 
but  also of the nature of this gallery, I continued the conversation in a 
way to elicit more information, and he, supposing I had known of others, 
began to describe this one. But in the very important part of the 
description he turned the subject as cluickly as he had introduced it, so 
that I remained a prey to curiosity. And until the day of his death he did 
not again refer to  it. T h e  extraordinary manner of his decease, follo~ved 
by the weird wandering eye, drove the thought of the pictures out of my 
head. 

Rut it would seem that the effect of this floating, lonely, intelligent 
eye upon my character was a shadow o r  foretoken of  my introduction to 
the gallery. His  casual question, in connection with his own short- 
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c(  ~ ~ n i n g s  ancl the lesson iml )~-c~sed  011 rile by the intensification and cl 111- 
ceiitratiun of all his nature into one eye that ever wanclerecl a l ~ o ~ i t  tilt 
Islan~l, made me turn nl!. thoughts inward so as to discover and dcstro! 
tlie seeds of el-il in n~)-self. ilIean~vhile all duties in the temple wilere I 
livecl were as.;iduouslv performed. One  night after attaining to sonic 
hnrnilit- of spirit, I fell quietly asleep with the white moonlight fallill; 
(.jvt.r the floor, and dreamed that I nlet the old nlan again as when alil-e, 
and that he asked me if I had yet seen the picture gallery. " So,"  said I 
in :he tlream, " I hacl forgotten i t , "  an-aliening then at sound of my 0n.11 
~.oice.  Looking up, I saw standing in the mc-)onlight a figure of one I 
liatl not seen in an!- of the temples. 'I'his being gazed at me wit11 clear, 
cold eyes, and afar off 5oundecl n-tiat I sullposed its voice, 

(' Come with me." 
Rising fro111 the bed I went out into tlie niglit, f(-)llowins 11iis lacol~ic 

~uic!e. 'I'he llloon was full, high in her cciurse, and all tlic placc way 1'1111 

of her radiance. I n  the clistnnce the walls of the tcml)le nenreht t i ~ u  

dianloncl mountain apl~earetl self-luminous. '1.0 that the gui(lc \vall;ctl. 
and we reached the door now standing v ide  open. ,is 1 canlt. t(-) tllc 

threshold, sucldenly the lonely, grey, wandering eye of 111~- old cle<~d fiieiitl 
and co-disciple floated past looliing deep into 111)- own, and I l.eaci i t ?  

expression as if i t  noultl s?, 

" T h e  picture galler!. is here." 
l y e  entered, and, although some priests were there, n o  cine seemctl 

to notice me. Through a court, across a hall, down a long corritlor 1i.c 

 vent, ancl then into a wide and liigh roofless place with but one dc)or. 
Only the stars in lieaven aclornecl tlie space al)o~.e, while streams of 111( )re 
than nloonlight pouretl into it Irom the clianlond, so that there were n( 1 

shadows nor an)- need for lights. -1s tlie noiseless di)or swung softl!. I (  

behind us, sacf nlusic floated clo\vn the place and ceased: just tllt .11 a 
suclclen sllatlo\v scemed to gro\\- ill one sl)ot, but n-as quicl;l!- s\\-all6 ~n-ctl i l l  

the light. 
'' Examine wit11 care, but touch not and fear notliing, " said my tacitul-11 

cicerone. With these words lle turned and left me alone. 
But how could I say I n.as alone .> T h e  place was full of faces. ?'i~c!. 

were ranged u p  and clown tlie long hall : near tlie floor, above it, 1iiglic1-. 
on  the ~valls, in the air, everj.n.here except in one aisle, but  not a s i n ~ l e  ( ~ n e  
moved from its place, yet each was seemingly ali\-e. And at inter\-a]. 
strange watchful creatures of the elenlental ~vorld that moved about fro111 
place to place. Were they n-atcliing me or the faces ? Now I felt the! 
had me in view, for sudden glances out  of the corners of their eyes sliot 
nly nray ; but  in a moment sonlething happened showing the!- guarded (-11. 

watched the faces. 
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I was standing 1ool;ing at the face of an  old friend about niy on 11 
age who had been sent to another ~ ) a - t  of the island, and it filled me nit11 
sadness unacconntably. One of tlie curiouc, eleniental creatures nic~ved 
silently 111) near it. 111 a t n ~ ~ e r n e n t  I <trainell nl! eyes, for the picture of 
my friend was apparentl! tli5colorin,q. Its e\;pressiun altered ever! monlcnt. 
I t  tulned from n lilte to grey 'lnd ! ellon, and 1)acl; to grey, and tlien sud- 
cienl! it gre\\ all blacl, a >  if \uth ral~ld decomposition. Then apain tllat 
same sntl mubic I Iiad heascl o n  entering tlontecl l~as t  nie. \I llile the blac1,- 
ness of tlie face .,eenied to cast a hl~aclon-, but not long. T h e  elemental 
pounceel upon the blackened face now \oulles\, tore it in llieceb, ant1 11: 
some process 1cnon.n to itself dissi1)ated tlie atonis and restored the brlqht- 
ness of the spot. But alas ! my old friend's picture n a s  gone, ancl I felt 
within me a heavy, almost unendurable gloom as of despair. 

As I grev accustomed to the surroundings, my senses ~)ercei\-etl 
every non- and then ~ w e e t  but lon niusical sounds that appearecl 
to enlanate from or arounci these faces. So, selecting one, I -toot? 
in front of it and natched. I t  \vas bright ancl pure. Its e!e- 
iooked into mine I\ ith the half-intelligence of a dream. Yes, it grew i i (  )n 

and then a little l ~ r ~ g h t e r ,  ~ l l d  as that happened I lieard the gentle music 
This  convincetl me that the changes ~n e\pre,sion were coilllectetl \\ it11 

the music. 
But fearing I I\ oultl he callctl a \ \ a \ .  I l)e,qan to carefully hcan t h ~  

collection, ant1 fc)uncl tli '~t a11 iiij. co-disciple\ \I ere repre\ented there, '?+ 

well as Iiuntlreds n horn 1 l l ~ t l  never seen, ancl e\ ery priest lilgli or Ion 

whom I h ~ i l  ol)sel.vetl a l ~ o u t  the island. Yet the 5ame saddenin:. muiit  
erery no\\ '~nt l  tlien reminclecl me of the icelie of the blaclcening of m \  
friend'., picture. I 1;nen. it meant others l~lackenetl and being destrn! etl b \  
the \\ atcl~ful elemental, 11 110 I could vaguely perceive were 1)ouncing ~ 1 1 ~ ) 1 1  

something nliene\ er th( )se note5 sounded. They were like the n ails of 
angels when t11ey .,ce an(  ther mortal going to moral suicide. 

Dirnl!. '1fte1 a nhile there grenT u1)on me an  explanation o l  thl+ 
gallei-!. IIere \\ere the li\ ing plctures of eiery stuclcnt or prieit t11c 
order fc)unded I ) ?  the ,Itlepts of the Diamond Alonntain. Thesc ~ l t a l l ~ e r i  
pictures \irere connectecl l)y in\ islble cords n ith the character of tli( )sc tile! 
represelltetl, and like a telegraph instrument they instant]!- recorcled the 
exact state of tlie disciple's mind : when he made a complete failure, t l i c ~  
grew black and Kere destroyed ; when lie progressed in spiritual life. 
their degrees of brightness or beauty showed his exact standing. ,As these 
conclusions were reached, louder and stronger musical tones filled the 
hall. Directly before me was a l)eautiful, peaceful face ; ~ t s  brilliance 
outshone the light around, and I knew that some unseen brother-how 
far o r  near was unkno~srn to me-had reached some height of adiance- 
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~lieilt  th'it c o r r e - ~ ) n i l ~ l e ~ l  to yuc  h tl )neb. Just then my guide re-entcred : I 
iuund I was near the door ; it was open, ant1 together we passed out, 
retracing the yame cour>e by which we had entered. Outside again the 
yettins vf the moon showed how long I had been in the gallery. T h e  
-ilence of m! guide yreventecl speech, and he returned with m e  to  the 
ro(?m I had left. There he stood looking at me, and once more I heard 
,IS it \\ ere from afar hi, \ oice in inquiry, as if he said bu t  

+ - \Ye1 I .?" 

Into my mincl came the q u e ~ t i o n  "I-Iow are those faces made ?", 
From all abuut  him, 1,ut nt ~t from hi, lips, came the ansner,  

.. 170u cc~nriot ~nclers t ' ln~l .  ?'lie!- are not the persr)ns, and !-et they 
are m ~ d e  from their n~incls ~ n t l  l)otlie>." 

a '  \Yab I r ~ g h t  In the idea that the! were connected with those the!- 
picturetl by invisi1)le cord, along \\hich the l)erson', condition I\-;I. 

carriecl ;" 
h b  J-cs, perlectly. ;ind they never err. From (lay to day the!. chan,yc 

for better or  for wor,e. Once tlie t?i,ciple ha, enteretl thi, pat11 hi, picture 
forms there ; ancl we need n o  >pie\, n o  officious fellou di.ciplec, to prefer 
charqes, n o  reports, n o  mach~nery .  Everything registers itself. l lTe liaic 
but  to inspect the inlages to Icnon jubt how the disciple get3 on ur got, 

h~cl;." 
'6 ,\nd those curious elenlentali," thought I ,  " do they feed on the 

blaclcened Images ?" 
- -  They are our  scavengers. They ji'lther u p  and dissipate the de- 

c11111pose~l ancl deleterioub atoms that formed the image before it gren 
blac1;-no longer fit for buch good com~)any . ' '  

- '  ,lnd the music,-did it conle from the images ?" 
lb Ah, boy, you have nluch to learn. I t  came from them, bu t  it 

belongs also to ever!, other w u l .  I t  is the vibration of the clisciple's 
thoughts and  spiritual life ; it i, the nlusic of his good deecls and  his 
brotherly love. " 

Then  there came to m e  a dreadful thought,  '' H o w  can one-if at 
all-restore his image once it has blackened in the gallery ? " 

But my guide was no  l o ~ g e r  there. A faint rustling sound was all- 
mi1 three deep far notes as if upon  a large bronze bell ! 

BRYAN KIRXAVAN. 

T h e  last word of perfected art and the first nwrd of perfectible human 
nature are the same : Abstain! 

Scientists dread occult investigation, lest it draw them out of their 
orbit. They forget that the true orbit of man is eternity. 
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[ A  PAPER READ BEFORE THE 31.\LL)ES THEOSIOPHIC.\L S U C I E T I  BY FR.ISK h. C O L L I S S . ~  

Suppose a figure of any 1;ind dran.11 on the plane inhabited b?. the 
plane being ; all he sees of it are lines and points : and 1'1.0111 the numl)er of 
lines which he can see when he vienrs it from different sides, and frorn the 
size of the angle at each point, he determines ~ h e t h e r  the fiyure he is cc-)]I- 
sidering is a triangle, square, pentagon, etc., etc. He cannot 1,. an!. 
possibility see the shape of the figure: w e  who can d o  that, tic) i t  'oecri~lse 
we look from another direction. H e  would say "the only ~vaj- t o  get at 
the inside of a square is to penetrate one of the sides, push it apart, so to 
say." So we say "you can touch only the surface of a solid : its intel ior 
can be reached only by penetrating and 1)ushing apart." 

I t  is well known that clairvoyants can plainlj- see objects from \vl~icl~ 
they are separated by opaque bodies : and when they a]-e a..;l;ecl to tle.,c~.il)e 
how it is they so see, they cannot give any explanation corn~)rehensil)le [ ( I  

us. The!. see it, and that is all the:- can say. 'I'hus a clail-\.o~~ant (01' 
course I mean a genuine, and an esceptiona::!- fi:~c clair\.c?yantj can. 
1vol;in~ at any one's bod!-, see a11 the inte~-iol- (-)yans and dehcri1)e 111vir 
position, relations, ant1 condition ~vitti n.onclel.fill accul-acy. 3lu.t \ \ .I.  not 
conciude this to be by a process similar ti7 that bj- n-11icll \ye  clrii see anti 
touch a point in the interior of '  a triangle, without toucl~illg o r  10,  ,l;iny- 
through the sides? tlie simplest of el.erj. da! operations to us, bu t  one of 
\vhicli no description could give an adequate idea to a plane 1)eirlg. 

Suppose a c u l ~ e  is passing tlirougli tile plane which co~~.>titutes tile 
plane being's space : what does lie perceive.> square, l~ountleil 11). 1 1 1 ~ -  

usual four lines and fvur angies. Suppose this cube t o  c(-)me fro111 (1111. 

"above" into his plane, ancl 1)ass throug11 and l~eionr it. T o  11i11l ~ i l e  
process ~vould be this :-a square suddenl! appears n.11ere bt'fore t11cl.e \ \ .A -  

none, coming from no~vliel-e in space ; it la.qts a short time, then ciis,ll)l,t.n~-s 
as mpsteriously as i t  came. Sapl)ose a c ~ l i n d e r  to pass t111.ougl1 11is 1)Ialle : 
he ~ o u l d  suddenly see a circle, \vhich after a certain time disa1)l)eal-s as  tile 
square did. If he saw a point suddenl!- appear, and t l~en  l ) e c o l ~ ~ e  a minute 
circle which steadil!. increased in diameter till it vanishecl at the t i ~ n e  ~t 

was the largest, that nould  mean illat a cone had passed thl.ougli. I f  tile 
increase in size of the circle was more rapicl at first and slov.el- afterna~.ti, i t  

would mean a hemisphere ; and we might trace in the same way other l~oclie-. 
If we have a cylinder around which is traced a spi~.al line, he \ ~ o ~ ~ l c !  

see a circle, around the circumference of which a point revolves, t l ~ e  open- 
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ness or closeness of the spiral being represented to 11im by the greater o r  
le-;s speed of the point. -1 cylinder inccribed with a number of lincs 

~ u i d  he represented to him by points moving in various wa!-s, at varj.in; 
r,lte.;, about a circle. Some curious features might result from the passage 
of less regular 1)odies through the plane. Take a q l i n d e r  terminated at 
eacli end I)!. a cone ; we have a point appearing, then a circle increasing 
up to a certain size, whicti persists for a time, then diminishes to a point 
11nd disappears. h quite irregular body might give some curious results, 
'13 an!. one can 1~7ork out at leisure. 

So\v think what is a human life. \Ve appear in this ~vorld, go through 
\.arious changes in form and place, and tlien 1eai.e this I\\-orld. Cannot we 
see an analogy to the last describecl case.; JIa! not the real entity, the 
true individuality, exist all the timc in a higher space of n.t~ich we I;no\\. 
nothiny, what we call 011s life being merely tlie fleeting appearance pro- 
duced by its passage througti this plane of I ) e i ~ ~ g ,  its true esi.;tence estenclillq 
far beyond. When we compare n.itli our ordinar!- space anti space life t11e 

space and life of the plane beings, lion- insignificant and m e a y e  tlie latter 
appear; and the difference is not one of degree, of more or less. No con- 
ceivable number of square inches will malie a cubic inch ; no possible 
extension of a plane being's esperience can give him an idea of space : his 
universe is a thin film ; it and its beings are hardly more than mental con- 
ceptions, not realities, to us. T h e  squares, triangles, and other surfaces, 
\vhich to him are the most absolute of realities, to us are but the surfaces 
bounding the solid bodies, the only true realities. 

So to a being in higher space, our entire universe, all space even 
beyond the remotest stars: is the merest film on the surface of real being; 
and our solid worlds no  realities, merely mental conceptions of the appear- 
ances of real entities. 

\\?hen a cube rests on a plane, the plane being sees a square and 
nothing else ; by turning the cube in different ways he can be made to see 
the six s q u a r e  \~~il ich bound it, but only one at a time ; to him th& are 
separate entities, appearing one after another, and with no connection es- 
cept that of sequence in time and sinlilarit!. in size. T o  us they are the sis 
squares bounding the cube, distinct and independent of each other, l ~ u t  
with no independent esistence apart from the cube, of which they are but 
the manifestations. So also, individual human beings appear to us as dis- 
tinct entities, standing separate alld isol;ited ; but seen from the stancl- 
point of the higher life, each is merely a manifes~ation of the one life. 
-\part from that one life, each is an unreality, a form of illusion, n o  more 
an  aciually existing tliing than is the side of itie cube apart from the cube. 
Yet just as the sides of the cube, considered as squares, are distinct and 
independent, their unity being not identity une with another but with the 



cube, so  to  each human  being is given his own  individual existence, which 
only he car1 fill. 

This  is n o  mere fancy, n o  mere analogy ; a little stud!. into higher 
space la\vs sllo\vs that,  once gr'xl~tillg tile esistence of more dimensions o f  
space than are perceiveci I,!- our  ii\,e senses, tllen there )zusf certainlr. \ )e  
existence.;. c - ) t  n.Iiic11 all i)ul. .\olid \\.orlii a ~ ~ r l  it, con tents are merely ~)ar t ia l  
~ i l n i l i t > . ; t ~ r i ~ ~ l ~ i .  l ~ u t  \\.liicli esi.tt.11ces can l!u ma!iifes~ecl in man!- otlier \va!s, 
I !i ~\.iiicli x1.e are no\\- t ~ t ~ ~ l l ! .  ignorant. And  \vhcn I\-e yee that our  only real 
i,ein; i.; in n liigher one, of \vhicii we a r t -  but the psrtial manifestations ; 
that 0111!- as our  consciousness hecc~nies centred in that higher bein? 112s i t  

,ln!. real \ d u e  ; that 0111y as \Ye \vorl; for the \vliole 113s our  \vo:l; an!  value 
or pertllanence : when we once see these things: what more e\-idence do \ye 
need for the fundamental principle of our  societ!., uni\.ersal l i u n ~ a n  l ) ro t l~e~ . -  
hoot1 ? 

F~smr~qs TO Q U E S ~ I O N E ~ S .  
Fro??z C. A7: 

I.-Is there a " Parent " 'Theosophical Society ? 

-4fzszc1er-.-Strictly there i.; not. Such a term would imply a .;eparntt. 
1);Lrent 1,orly n hich gave o u t  C'harters o r  Diplornab. 'The Societ!- is coin- 

po<etl o f  its meni\>er, ~ v h o  ;Lre, for adnliniitrati \c purpose.., in 12ranclieb o~ 
u n a t t ~ c h e d  : the latter are called "members-at-large," I ~ u t  all are  fellous of 
the T. 5. T h e  government is in the Ge~le ra l  Couiicil, ~vh ich  non. nieets 111 

India,  in xh ich  all sections of the Society have a voice, a n d  n hich issues 
charter, and 'diplomas. 13ut aside from 13ranch m e ~ n b e r s  a n d  those a t  
large, there is n o  parent Society. T h e  term ' *  parent"  should 1)e abandonell .  
a.s it implies separation. 

?.-Is there a n  Esoteric Section of the Society in Americaclifi'erent from 
that governed by H. E. Blavatsky ? 

L4nswer.-The~e is not,  a n d  there never was. In  the first estal)listl- 
ment  of the T. S. other degrees than that of a mere diplomaecl ~ n e m b e r  
\\-ere recognized, bu t  110  one  save H. I?. 13la\atsky ha.; had the autliorit! 
to confer those degrees. She has now fully announced the first 0 1 '  tllobc, 
although dur ing all these 14 years they have existed a n d  incluclecl certalli 
n~en lbe r s  who were also fe1lon.s of the T.S. 

Some misguided persons ma)- have pretended t o  confer those tlegrec,. 
h u t  such a thing was improper o n  their part, and  absolutely nrorthless to 
the recipient. These  seal degrees in occultislll ma.!- no t  be  trifletl 11 ill], 
and  J e t  the!- protect themaelve.; hecause pretenders and trifler:, call malie 
neither entry nor progress. 

I n  187 j H. 1'. I3lavatskj. clirectetl a certain fellow of the Society tt, 



88 T H E  P-ITH. ~ - Tune. 

attend to the neecis of all the members of the 'r. S., who were tlien called 
'- entered a1,l)rentices " b!- lier, and her letter of that date is still e ~ t a n t  in 
which the present Esotzric Section n-as plainly referred to. 

3.-IYhy has H. P. Blavatsky waited until no\\' to so publicly proclaii~i 
t h e  Esoteric Section ? 

--lt~sx~er.-~is a matter of fact she has not so waited. I n  1875 ant1 
since Inany l;ne~v of its existence and h a ~ e  been in it, and she has 
frequentlj- spolcen of it ; but until nc)nr there halre not been enoufih meni- 
1)ers interested in the realities o f  t1leosc)l)hy to justify her in a defii1iti1.e 
statenlent a1111 organization. These efforts 1 1 a ~ e  to proceed slonly : people 
nlust first be ~vaked  ul )  ant1 directed ton-arcls theosopliical cloctrineh 
before it is wise to open u p  that \vliicli is 1)lain to t l~ose  \\-1i() 1ini)n. hc-)\v 
to use tllcir intuition. 13ut the I\-estei-11 mincl, for ull its 1 1 , i  ~abtetl pr, ~grcss- 
iveness, is generally ui1al)lc t o  Ii110\1- n-hat is Ixhilitl n n.;~ii unIes3 a I i i  j!c i -  
cut  t11ro~i;li it : otliers, lio\1~e\.cr~ c;ln y e - ,  ~vllat is 1 1 i c I ~ l r ~ i l  \\.lie11 tlie!. 11cr- 
ceil-e signs and sounds !hat are cluite 11lain and ina(le ,111 ~ )u l .~~c ' - . c .  

I3ut for the first r 4 !.cai-5 of a thec~sn~~li ical  ell.( 11-1-1 )csi, )dic:lll!- ni ,~( ic  
in ever!- century-tlie I\-orl; of hucli 1,ersons a> H. I). l:l,l\-'~tsl;!- i aln.,l\.- 
clirected to  prel>.~riilg tlie gro~111(l, anr1 tlien 1l~ol.e ol)c11 in\  i t , ~ t i ~  ) i i  i -  
extended. It is so rlone in the I ~ s t  2 5  !-ears of each cellcur!-. 

H.II)!I. 

I.-IVhat is a Xirn~anaka!rn ? 

A~rs;oe?-.-Such is one c-)f tllc al)pellatic-jns qi\.en to an Aclept n l ~ v ,  in 
order to clcvotc hinlsclf to nianI;intl, has c(,nscicsu-.l!- gi\-en up his sig11: to 
11"s into X i r ~ a n a .  He  I i ~ s  1 1 0  matorial 1 ) i  KIT, hu t  possesses all tlie r~tlier 
princil)les ; ancl 1;)r hucll an c-)ne sljlzce is n o  oljstlzcle. 'Tllere arc IIIAIIJ.  

of t l ~ e m ,  and tli(:y perI.t)1.111 \.asious \ \ . ~ r l i ~  ; seine tnlie full pos.~e.+ic 111 ( 1 1 '  

great reformers, cjr s tn tes~~ien  1\-11c) carrj- a beneficial ~)cnlic!- : c-)tl~cl.y c )\.cs- 
sllatlon7 soi~ietimes se\-era1 persons, causing the111 to act, speal;, aiitl \\.rite: 
in sucli a n-a? as t o  prodace neecleil cli;~iiges in tlieir fe1li)n- inen. ' l ' l~e>e 
Sirmanakaya.; through the haunts o f  men unseen and u~ll;no\\.n : t ~ n l ~ .  
the effects of their i17fl~ience and 1)resence are pcrcci\-ed, antl these re~i i l t -  
are attributed to the genius of the indi1.idua1 or tc-) chance alone. 

2.-Has a Xirmanakapa any se\ ? 

s e . - o .  Tlie proiioun " H e  " has been used because it lia, a 
general application just as " i l lan" or " m e n "  has. 111 such a cleielo1)- 
merit as that of a Sirmanakaj-a the distinctions 3f sex have disapl~e~irecl, 
because in the spiritual plane there is n o  sex. 

~ \ ~ O U L T . I E .  
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If there be a n y  defect i n  the 3 I in t l  Cure system, what ~voultl you sa!. i t  

is ? 

A?zsrocl-.-I shoultl s~l!- tlie c o ~ ~ s t a n t  ajsertion tllat tliere is no  e\.il 01. 

k ~ a d n c ~ s  is that ~ ) r in le  clefect. 1'1 ~r i f  one so asserts, Ile shoultl also aclmit 
that tlicre i.; 1 1 0  ~ O ~ J L I .  'I'heze t1r.u c,l)~)l )sites stnncl or F~l l  togetlies : an(1 
tl~c!- c'lnnot clisappear until all Iias 1)asseti t o  tliat 1)lane wllizli is al)o\-c all 
1 1 1 I I .  Yet tllo\e 11 h o s ~ y  that tliere i y  110 evil are on tlie 1)lanc- 
1 )1' it )n~ciousness  where the!- percei\-e tliebe t\vo o1)posites. 1 t i11)I)cars tl ) 

rile t l i ~ t  here in the \Ye>tcrn \vorld tlic old II indu c1t)ctrine t h a ~  ali 1. 

illusion 1)ecause impermanent is half-used. Tlie illusionar!. qualit!. i.\ 
attributed only to  so-cailed " evil," whereas the yood is equall!- illusil )nal.!-. 
since it as n.ell as evil is so judged to be from some hunlan standard. -1. 
in a conlinunity in n.11icll death is a blessing disease will 11e called L ' ~ o o c l , "  
since it hastens tleath's at11 ent ; or, in another where insanity is su~)pobed 
to be due to the p r ~ s e n c e  c-)f some gc~tl, such a contlition is not estecine~l 
to be evil. S11.-11;.1s3 . 

- - - 

SCS t t o  tile tru t l l  esl~ressed, the 1-111 )st at1111irnl)le clualit! ( )f Oscul t 
A i s i o n i ~  is tlieir sinll)licit!-. l;or clearness 01' espression al~cl dcl)tll ( - ) I '  
i v i b r l ,  ~ n l  ~ )e~ ' l i a l ) s  none is I~etter than the well l;iio\\-n I3ermetic I,a\\ b b  d \ 
h e  ; 0 o 111 othcs \~oscls,  tlle cluctriiic of ana1c)ijes. 

It  is our  intention in this num1)er to a~i;~l!.se rlie su1)jcct of ' .  Y~ii \ .er>fi  
13l.othel.hoo[l '' fruin tliis st3llclpoint ; the tol)ic i?  interesting aricl instr~lcti\  C. 
and \\,orth!- c)f'carefi~l consicleration ant1 cliscussion. 

l o  o h  . S a t u r e  xi\.es 11la11!- illustratiollc; o f  a In\\- rrin- 
rling tIil-c~u:,.li tlie univerbe, tliat ~nigllt  1)c called tlis I,aw o f  Interdepc.i~c1enc~ 
r l i l ~ t .  'l'liis, \\hen ap1:lied to Iluinaliity, becomes the IAU- I ) !  
Universal I~rotherlioocl. \\ 'l~ere nature 11as full s\\-aJT. intertle~)entlel~cc 
is perfect, 1)ut as nctic,n apart Srt1111 thc oy)eratic)ns of nature I I C -  
conies IN(  11-e and mc )re possil)le, di\.ergence from this law is greatcl- .ail~i 
greater, until, humanity reached, liarcll!- ail!- traces of' it arc left, tlil ,.;e fc\\ 
we have existing onlj- in the mincls of tlie Great Men o f  tlie age. 

A?zn/ogj~ zci2 SCI~JZC~) .  tendency t a  admit a ~nivers;11 Ilasis. :I 

single elcment, c)ne oi iginal force, etc , is beco~ning  Inore ancl l11ul.c 
frequent as the \vcirlcl wiser. I'lanets revel\-e arountl a central sun:  
nrhich in its tui-11, we are told, r e~o lves  around some greater centi-e, carrying 
its system ~vi th  it, and so on ad infiniturn. 

The HZL?)Z~~IZ~Z Bo'Ll,. E\.er!- part is sensitive to injurj-inflicted uI)on an! 
other portion of the bod!-. iV11en the sight of one e?.e has been destro!-etl. 
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siglit of the otlier is hol l i~t imes lost. -1nc1 so, fo1lon.ing the lille.; of 
analt-lg!-, each inall ilifluences liis brother, i;,r \veal o r  lvoe, accortlin:,. as  
1ii.y cliaracteristich are g:.oocl o r  bad. l y e  arc as intimately connectell 2.; 

different 1)arts ( ~ f  our  ( ~n-n botly. 'I'herefore it behooves us to  1)e cloubl!- 
careful, ft-)r o u r  el-il acts ancl thc)ughts, Lxsicles doing ourselves harm,  in- 
fluence tlirougli these s u l ~ t l e  ancl little unclerstood ties, o u r  fellow men. 

X e  - I  1 .  I.;nliytitenecl men,  as we consider ourselves, are 
tlic I 11;1!- occupallts of' this ~vorltl  who live at the expense of each other. 
Sa tu ra l  liistc.)ry tektches us  that \valves, lions, anll tigers d o  not prej7 upon 
their species. 'I'here is a shanleful lesson fc)r 11s in this tllought. 

,4n(l if it i, not  cari-~.in$ analog>. too far. illustrati:,ns can 1)e (Iran-n 
fscim inanimate ii,ltul.e. fi ir  110cs i111t tlle .uii .liine ant1 tlle rain fi l l  u1)on 
the just ant1 unjust ali1;e ? 

HI~/)/!~?~I',!I,. ~ T c ; I  i ~ ~ d v e t l  ~ I C ~ ) ~ I I - L C ~ ~  I';II- 1111 tile 11; l t i i  (-)T I . ~ ~ I I : L A (  I I I ~ I ~ C ~ ~  

~ v h e n  tliej- refilhctl t l ,  ; I C C C I I ~  ;111(1 t ~ ~ ; l t  c )ile ail1 Ither as \ ) I - I  ,111i.r.;. Sf 11. ln:l! 
;ln!- <re;lt I)IYI,:"~+ be erl)ectecl in gcncral ,~cl \ .~nc-ement  ~ i l l t i i  tliis ;,.rt.,~t In\\- 
is ~i la l lc  ,I renl fi~ctc-1s i l l  tlie life I 11' ever!- 11r11iin11 1,ein.y. 

Pt:rlial,~ tile first hi;~is t )I. tile r c ; \ l i ~ ~ ~ t i o ~ ~  ot. tliis i(Iea1 are in tlie ?-I.( 1\\-111 

of clenlocracj- ant1 tlic ( ) l ) l i t c r ;~ t i~  111 of ~listiiiction.;. 'l'lic n<iti[ ) I I S  

.shc~n.inji the greatest acl\.ance in c i \ . i l i ~ a ~ i (  111 ;I )-(la!- are till l.;e ial-t1ie.t I1.1)111 
tlie o l c l  t ime aristocracj., aiicl it i.; n siy-~lificn~lt fClct that in A'ilneric,~. tile 
1ai1~1 of tlie birth of the nes t  great lZ;lce, :lie clen1ocl-'itic~ i c l c . , ~  i. ncn1.c.r 
its liigllest cle\.elol)~nt.nt. 

As yet. uliTor~unatel!-. Inall realizes (only in a co~nlnel-cia1 selI\c 
his tIt.l)endence up011 llis Lei;o\\-.;. I lu t  sc )ciall!,, mo~-all!., ancl >l)i~.it~l;lli\., 
tliis tlel~enclence exists, and  incleetl i:i a greater ancl more  influelltii~l dcgrce 
as the ])lane of action nscen(1s E\.en c~)~li~llerciall!- a rich m a n  is In~-)re 
ur 1c.5 iincle~)eiident, 11ut ~ r i r i t u a i l y  not  st). (-111 tlle latter plane we :ire too 
intimatel!. c o n ~ i r c t c d  t o  act \\-itlli-)ut reference to  uni\-ersal gc)ocl, a i ~ d  this 
great truth some are 1)eginnin~-  ttc) realize. 

If 'The(-)so~)hists l;ne\v \vIlat a11 ilnportnnt part  analogy plays in the 
e t luc;~t ion o f  a n  occultiht, tlie!, \\-c>ulcl \)I!- inore attenti011 to that art, nnc i  

. . 

as an  Iliterestiilg t..;ia!- I 111 tile sul~jcct  \ve refer o u r  renders to S o v e n l t ~ e r  
b L  I>.i-rt[,'' I S S ~ ,  011 " A 4 i ~ a l o ~ i t : ~ . "  

0 ,  I .  It  is irn!lortnnt t o  impress upon ' l ' l ie(:)sc~~~lii~ts the 
necessity ft-11- self-e~olvi.cl ancl ~lirectecl tlic-luglit. 11-e \iTesteril nntic Ins. in  
cc~ntr~l-tl i- t inction wit11 the IIi~iclus,  are accustomed, cxceI!t in c ~ u r  o \ \ - l i  

sphere o r  L~usiness, t o  have our  tliinl;in; (lone for us. \\-c I ~ J -  illiilistes.; 
to \lo 1110st of' 0111. \vc )rshipiiig. scieiitists to advance orlr science, poli ticiails 
to construct ou r  ~,olit ics a n d  mal;e our  Ian-s, while, I n a p t  u p  in (-bur- 
selves, we arc: content to follo\c our  o\vn narro\v groove. \Tit11 scielitists 
this is advantageous, for here unclivitletl nttention is the requisite o f  suc- 
cess, bu t  in other matters, e-pecially religion, each must (10 liis ~ , \v r i  

thinking. l<ven 'Theosoph!-, l~roacl ancl all-embracing as  it is, commands  
each iilcluirer to learn for Iiimself ant1 believe nothing upon  faith. 'l'lle 
information received from 3Ime. Bla\-atsk!r, and  from tile same source 
thruul;h other channels,  is all we have fhr a guide, except o u r  own 
in tu i t~on .  Other  \vritinrs are  but personal views a n d  corn~nentar ies  upon  
\\-hat has alreacly been written. 



'I'he path h,i> I)een pointed ou t  a n d  a n  outline given, a description of 
the .;cener!- a l o n ~  the r o d  i> ours,  hu t  i t  depends upon  each of LIS unaidetl 
t o  fill in the cletails and g o  o n  the great journey, alone yet accoml~a~l iecl  
1)y 11~1ny. and uric( ~nsciously helped by those t~eneficent 1)eings who have 
the n e l t ~ r e  oi the Race at heart. 

I~/u/: 'I ; ,Jz .  \\-e are accustomed to  tall; lnuch and  thinli little abou t  
intuiti, 111. l~u t ,  I ~ 1 o u l ) t  if man? of us realize what a n  aitl it really is. I t  

111)- cu.;toln at  fi~.st t o  write anel asli abou t  any 1)c)int that trou1)led me, 
i ) t ~ t  I - ,  1 1  111 tc3uncl tliat l)ef(-)re the answer came I liatl o1)tainetl the repl!. 
IV-.;c! t: I llacl ans\verecl my  own clucstioli, and this llns been tlie cast. 
\\.it11 I ltlicr.;. 

11-e are so  used to have our  thinl;ing done  for us tllat we are s u r ~ ) r i ~ e c l  
\vile11 n-e can cio it ourselves. E u t  t l o  it n-e can and [lo it \ye must ,  i<lr 
Ijc!.oncl certain 1)ounds we are told nothing, ailcl an!.tliing further 1j.e 
must find o u t  and  teach ourselves. 

Be no t  afraid to trust intuition. It will never tlcceivc if you art. 
hollest Ivitli !.ourself. Often it is but  the recollection of ~vl ia t  n.e Iial-e 
learnecl long  ages ago. ' I ' l~at is why some  tllings appear 50 easy for us  ~o 
unclei-stand, all!. stranq-e facts, when n-e thinl. c.)f them, cease t o  11e strang~.c, 
I\-hy \ve have a penchtrnt for some particular brancli of knon.leclgc, ii)r 
mathen~at ics ,  for science. or,  above all, for occultism. I t  is but  the crop- 
pin? o u t  o r  oltl tcutlencies. tlie 1)artial remcml)rance of forgotten things. 

\\-e l ~ e c o ~ n e  pertkct \vlle~i 1i.e 1iai.c tested all experience, al)sorl>etl all 
l i~l~-) \~ . leclge .  aiicl are full of ;111 unconclucl-a1)le desire for union n.itli tlie 
.* I)i\.inc.. " 

.I'llere are nc.,t nlan!. L~rticles ul)on tliese sulljects to n.liicli 11.e call 
refer cbilr reac!ei.~. rI'liLlt alreac1~- mentioiletl is l ) ro\ )a l , l~-  tllc most cc,tn- 
p r c l l ~ i ~ > i ~ . ~ ~ ~ .  

\ lye  \ \ . o L I ~ c I  sugqe-t ,  lio\vc~.er. tliat each ~ l l e n l l ~ e r  try to tliilll.; o f  
,~~l<li:ic-~ilal annic qies ,  and  arn~)lil-y those alreatlj- given. 

G. I-11~0. 

I7ery many stutlents of occultism constanti!- say ; "Ilut \vhat can I (lo to 
help others ?" .As I cannot enter illto all these li\,es, I cannot fully ans\\.er ; 
b u t  to any or all I might at  least co~nmend  this editorial statement of Lucifer, 
< - T h e  first and 1110st inil~ortant step i l l  occultisn~ is to learn holy to a t la l~t  
\.our thoughts ant1 ideas to !-our 11l:lstic pote~ic!.." Hoiv many of us I-ellect 
ihat 11-e are  co~>st ; l~l t ly  making 11ictu1-es in the astral ligllt, investing t l ien~ 
with more or  less vi\.itlness ant1 potency, in direct ratlo to the enel-g-:-y of 
thought esl~entletl upon these unco~lscious images Ivhich \ve ;is unconsciously 
I J Such pictures are  often vivitied by elementals as forms \\.herein they 
can manifest. Then, too, these pictures remain in tile l ~ g l ~ t ,  in our aura.  11-e 
ourselves (11-aw them in ant1 out ; \\-hen we live again in  some sac1 past \ve 
clothe its terrors anen. with the subtle essense of thought ; i t  is again sent 
forth upon magnetic currents to in~press  sensitives, to throw its dark shatlow 
over others who tlo not kno\v whence conies their sutltlen sense of depression 
and gloom. The  inner man sees these pictures ancl feels their effect, ~vhich 
is reportetl to the physical brain, sometimes as a definite picture. but more 
often as a vague but chilling terror or sadness. If, then, we can do no more 
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101- the \vorltl a t  l a rge ,  \Ye can rest  it in ou r  thoughts,  ant1 entleavor,esl)t-cia!. 
in (!ark moments.  to make  pleasant  pictures in the  mincl, \vith \vilicll to 
~)eol ) le  the l i v i 1 1 g  Light. 'I'o illustrate : A lacly of m y  acquaintance rece~ltl! 
l,i!- \.el-!- ill. H e r  trouble \vas a nervous one,  ant1 (luring a t tacks  of escl-11 - 
ciat ing ag-ony a marl<etl clairvoyance was  frequentIy t1evelol)etl. r2t tlie el111 
of' one sucli at tack,  he r  sister  left the room, after  a r r ang ing  to return a t  n 
specified ]lour. T h e  sister  \vas very solicitous, a   no st tlevotecl nurse  ailti 
~ )unc tua l ,  exact  to a fraction of t ime.  Therefore,  \ vhe~ i  the  hour  j~assetl ant! 
she  clicl no t  corne, ancl a s  t ime continued to slip by ,  the invalid hecame ner -  
1-ously alarmecl a t  h e r  sister's non-apprarance .  'The unprecedentecl evrn t  
tilled her  \\.ith anxiety, a n d  tinally she  began to imagine  herself going to tlie 
sister 's  room, una1)le to open it, h av i r~g  tile door  brolien open,  t in t l~ng the 
sister  cleat1 upon the betl, the ensuing  prel)arations and  cam)-ing the  tleatl 
tl-om the  Sanatariuni  \\-here they then \ \ere,  i n  the :i~icltlle of the night ,  in 
o rde r  not  to tlepress the sick inmates of tlie place. In  the  mitltlle of this  
lvaking n ightmare ,  in n.hich her  t l ~ough t s  ran a\va!. \vith her  gootl sense,  the  
sister  c ame  in. 'There Iiatl ])eel1 ;L niista1;e in the hour  ant1 the in\,alitl snitl 
notliing. S e s t  morning tlie sihtel- I-emal-l;e(l that  siie Iiad 11ot slel)t \\.ell. Siir 
hntl a\vakenetl in the night  \vitll tile suclden itlea tllat a \\.oman II;L(! tliec! i11 

the room next to hel-s, ant1 \,\-as I ~ e i n g  c; t i-~-ie~l  out tht-ougll the t l ; \ rk~less anti 
s i lence.  So  s t r ong  \vas the itlea that  she  coultl not cli\-est lie~.st.lt 'oi i t ,  a ~ i i l  
the  physicians ant1 pi-oprietors \verc cluestionetl. ,All u~litecl i l l  sa!.itlg t l i~t t  
no  dea th  had ever  occurretl in tile est:~l)lishnlent. .A fe\v 1 l i ~ - l i t 5  larer tile 
sister  \vent to ller room in a merry  mood, having- -just cluittecl a l);irt!- C ) I  

friends. She  thre\v open the  tloor, ant1 sucltle~ily, i l l  the tlarl; I-oonl, 1i:ili 
illr~minatecl for an  instant  1)). the  hall l ight ,  there  rose I)efo~-e ])el- s i g l ~ t .  L I ~ ) O I I  

t he  I~cci, a. shroucletl figure of a tleatl \\-oman, like herself nncl pre i~are i !  to!. 
I~ur ia l .  T h e  th ing  \vzs so  I-ivitl that  she  almost  shrielzecl aloutl ; she  still-tetl 
I ~ a c k  (making  a cllange of v i l~ra t ion)  ant1 it clisappeared. She  was  u1ia1)It. 10 

use the room after tha t ,  thougll a \Yoman of s t r ong  nerve ant1 ]lo ps!-c.l~ic 
de\-elopment,  ant1 the i ~ ~ v a l i t l  coniessetl tha t  i n  her  vain irnaginings she  ha t i  
matie s t rong  mental  1)ictures of just those t\vo scenes.  'The sister  I-emal-i;ed 
\\it11 g r im  humor ,  ' '  '\\'ell ; I've t1;ltl a11 experience not  eiljoyeti 11y man!-. I 
\ la\-e been to m!- o\vn ft~nei-nl ; and  I tloll't c a r e  to g o  again."  'I'lle in\.alitl 
lady has  since told m e  tha t  11er sister's fright \\.;is a lesson to her,  and  thel-c- 
after  she sti-01-e eal-~iestly, anlicl all tile pain of her  attaclis, to f i . ~  her  mind o ~ i  
high nn(l 1)rigllt themes.  

A correspondent gives nnotller illstance of psychic occurrences clue 11.1 
clisturl)ccl ec1uilil)l-ium of t h e  nel-\.e currents.  She  \\.rites : 

" I have for n w n y  ).ears an  i ~ l t e ~ l s e  suf'ferel- from nervous heac1,tcile. 
the  pain 1:lsting from 36 to IS I1ou1-S. I lur ing  its con t i nua~ l ce  I tleslr-v 
neither foot1 no r  clrink. so  tha t  tile Fasting is complete. \I7hen the pitin l e ; ~ \ - ~ s  
ine I a m  quite eshar~s te t l ,  I ~ u t  cle;~i- of brain.  Last  sum:ner  I llacl n si~lgl~l: i!-  
es1)erience after one  of these at tacks.  J'erhaps the altitucle hacl some etlkcr 
for I was  a t  a filmous Catskill resort. It \\.as e\ ,ening when the agonl-  icl-t 
me ,  ancl I \vas lying on a lounxe,  1 1 1 ~  face to tliz \\-all ant1 11iy e!.es clo>eci. 
Sutltlenly I sa\v I~ehintl  me  a (I-iencl of mine. a 11eIiever in ant1 a stutleiit ot ttlt: 
Occult then in 1Yasl)ington. Slle \\-as leaning  towart1 me ,  \\-ith a look of clt-c-!) 
interest  on he r  face. But \\-hat \\-as tha t  just t~ehintl  her  ? It \\.as seelninSl!- 
a mass  of jvhite vapor,  the  size of ra ther  ;1 tall man.  I felt, o r  l.;ne\v, it to I I ~ :  a 
male  spir i t ,  and  I sa\v, ir~tlistinctly, the sern1)lance of a head projecting from 
the vapor,  tu rned  to~varcl  ancl intently regart l ing my friend,  I ) t~ t  tak ing  110 

notice of me.  T h e  vapor \vas constantly in motion, and  the  edges  \\.el-e 
t inged \v i t l~  colors. 

As  I gazed with \vo~it ler  a t  this s t r ange  sight. the cioor opened froni the  
hall ant1 my mail ma t t e r  \vas brought  i n .  A m o n g  tlie let ters  \vas one  from 
the  friend I had just seen ,  hut ,  tnore curious still, k~io \v ing  my interest  in 
handwri t ing  a s  indicating charac ter ,  ant1 my POI\-er sotnetitnes to 1)s)-chom- 



etrize let ters ,  she  enclosetl an unimpor tan t  note writ ten by a well-kno\vn 
Occultist anel ~v r i t e r ,  then in this country,  for my inspection. 

Can you esplain ivliy the \.ision \vas tile .' avant -cour ie r"  of the let ter ,  
and \vhy both spir i ts  \\-ere not  ecjuaily tlistiilct ?" R. 

In  this case the term * &  male s l~ i r l t  " is incorrect .  Spiri t  (A tma)  is neither 
male nor  ienia!e. Tile so-callecl astral  l)ocl!- lias not  s e s  in ou r  usual  sense  of 
the  tern]. I t  is a centre of  to] c r  ; the predotninence of negati1.e magnet i sm 
a s  life torce I\-oultl malie i t  + .  f e~nx l e , "  so to say ; the 111-eclominance of positive 
force \voul(l rnake it '. nlxle." As  regartls the i11r:er man ,  \vho is ~v i t hou t  the  
sl)eci ;~!i~ecl  11!1!.sical 01-gans of the  gross  i)o(l:,-, tl:ese te rms  "n l a l e "  ant1 

Ce11i:tie " can on11 r e t r  to the na ture  of the force m:inifest i~~g t l~rougl i  him, 
aurl i t  \voulcl seen) to folio\\. tha t  he migllt be a t  one t ime " niale," so  to say, 
:it :inother *. t 'emale,"  ant1 al\vays 11ermal)hrotlite in vie\\- of the cloui)le emana -  
rlon o r  r;l(liatio~l of such  a 1)otIy. T h e r e  is no fisetl reason \vh!- the vision 
,110ulcl ha\-e announceel the  letter. for this is not  al\vays the  case .  1Sut in 
tllis special  case the  lady simply s aw ,  in the as t ra l  light, an  event  abou t  to 
take  lace. If I en ter  a room to awaken a sleeper,  r l~y  thought  ( o r  psychic 
energy)  begins t o  a\vaken him (h is  in:ler m a n )  I)efol-e I (lo-111 my physical 
hocl!-. So  clo b 'conl ing  events cast  their  stiatlows before "; they too ha1.e 
\\-hat \ve may call the i r  au r a ,  and  in a super-sensit ive s ta te  of the nervous  
sj-stem \ire may  become a \vare  of them,  o r  temporari ly ' .  lucid," a s  some oc- 
cultists call it. T h e  proba!)le reason for the  friend's form appear ing  more  
tlistinct than  the  o ther  is tha t  tlie seer  \\-as in magnet ic  communication,  antl 
more  o r  less sympathetic vibration, with he r  friend ; a perfectly sensitizecl 
plate takes a better  impression than  one  \vhich is only partially so, ancl a n  
image  a l ready  esist ing in the  sphere  of the  mine1 (or  the  a u r a )  is re-vivified 
in less t ime than  a ne\v one  can 1)e s tamped there.  It is not  easy to esplain 
these processes, for we need an  exact  nomencla ture ,  ~ v h i c h  the l i res t  does  
not a s  yet possess, a s  \\'ell a s  a knowledge of the  practical Science of occult-  
ism, \v\lich is almost  equally r a r e .  

.Another friend writes to the  T e a  'Table of the  J anua ry  PATH. " It Ivas 
\-cry interest ing,  particularly so  to children,  \vho a r e  already c o l n m e n c ~ n g  to 
enclorse the itlea of reincarnation a n d  evolution of mincl." (See " T h e  Christ  
Ctiiltl.") " I think \ve have a little g i r l  friend \vho visits here ,  \\rho is almost  
ns cha rming  ;is little ' Carlo. '  \Vhen three  years  ole1 she  would make  elo- 
tjHent speeches \vith appropr ia te  ges tures  in an  unknown tongue.  H e r  
mother  cloes not  encourage  this s t r ange  language .  She  said to m e  one  d a y  : 

I hacl another  mother  once,  and  she  did not look like this m o t h e r ;  she  used 
to dress  lovely. Once  she  was  all dressed in white and  they carried he r  
away. '  A little sigh follo~ved,  a s  though the  ctiiltl felt the  reality. N o w  she  
is four years oltl, anel al though a very practical  little bocly, she  lives in a 
\vorltl ot her  own.  A s  she  \vas busily talking antl n o  one  \\.as in the  room, 
I asked her  xvho ivas there.  IVhy, this poor old lady \ rho  lies on this wln- 
don. hench. I have fixer1 the  sofa pillo\v for her ,  a n d  now I aln feeding her. '  
A t  one  t ime I had  occasion to leave her  for a while. W h e n  I hacl been gone  
an  hou r  a n d  a half, a s  she  stootl loolcing out  of a windo\v. s h e  exclaimeel to 
the  g i r l  having charge  of her ,  See  ! See !,' a t  the s a m e  t ime insisting tha t  I 
\vas in a cherry t ree  nea r  by, waving  my hand ancl saying,  ' Anna ,  \\.hat a r e  
Y O U  doing  ? " I jncluired a t  wha t  t ime she  s a w  me, a n d  remembered  tha t  a t  
tha t  moment ,  though surroundetl  by people and  upon t he  s t ree t ,  my mintl 
seemed to stretch away  home with thought  of her. N o w  s h e  often says  ; 
- Y o u  were  u p  in tha t  t ree,  weren' t  you ? '  a n d  I reply ' Yes.' I a m  acquainted 
\vith a n  accompl is l~ed  lady who has always insisted that  in some former  life 
she  \iras n beggar  gir l  ; i t  s e ems  now very c lear  t o  her  memory." 

Some  persons claim tha t  a heliet' in Reincarna t ien ,  even when  sho\vn to 
h e  sharecl by many of the  grea tes t  and  most  intuitive minds  known to  h is tory  
cloes not  of itself prove anything.  T o  such  we  would reply tha t  such  a 
belief, if sho\vn t o  he genera l ,  wide  spread ,  ancl especially f requent  in the 
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mintls of the  very !-oung-, has  all the appearance  antl hence  the  \\.eight o i  : I I ~  

'. innate itlea." Once  \\.e pro\-e an  idea to I)e innate.  ou r  case is ])ro\-er>. 
Ant1 if this question of Reincarnation rests  upon the  ljull; of testinlon!.. 0 1 -  i t ,  
c1u;llity ant1 the  na ture  of its source ,  then intleetl occultists map \\ell c l ~ ~ i l i l  i t  
to  be proven beyond all d o u l ~ t .  F o r  a modern  questioner,  ]lo\\-el-er, I slloulti 
i n c l i ne r0  inclicate tlie line of the conservatio11 antl pel-sistence of energ-!.. its 
correlat ion antl its multiplic;ttion, a s  the best one  for him to follo\v in seeliing 
first analogies,  the11 proofs, of Reincarnation.  T h e  a\ .erage moclern millti 
follows this tr:lck more  easily than it does that  of n1etal)hysics ant1 logic. 

I would call at tention t o  the  \\.isclom of the course oztlinetl by the  closing 
wortls of mv last  correspontle~it .  Chiltlren's mintls a r e  plastic ancl easily 
chillecl. T h e y  must  1)e ans\\-el-etl i l i  t he  spirit rat l ier  than  to the  iet ter ,  01- 

their  at tention \\-ill be turned  to material  th ings  and  T r u t h  \\.ill 11e lost. T o  
tell the  little gir l  tha t  Iier frientl \ \as not  in the tree \\.oulcl be to deny to her  
the  evidence of h e r  psychic sense.  Tlie picture of her  frientl (causecl by tha t  
friend's thought j  \vas there ,  ant1 to tleny it \vould teaoh the clliltl to mistrust  
he r  inner  self, Ho\v m a n y  cllil(ll.en a r e  tlius ~~uzzle t l .  1)unislietl for telling 
lies." and  morally torturetl. I<;irnln only ];no\\ s. 

I cannot  h r l j e a r  c los i~ lg  ni!- tnlli \\.it11 :i stl-iliing metnl>iio~- f l-on~ tlli.; hame 
let ter ,  res l~ec t ing  1Iatl;tmc lila\-;it~l;!. : < .  Silr seenis ho like ;i ~)g \ \ - r~ . t 'u i  anti 
\ vo~~ t l e~ - fu l  l)ir(l \\.!lo Iias tIo\\-~i over the ear th  t o  s\\-ce11 L I I )  i t )  !:cI. l ) ~ . i ~ - l l t  11i1iio11- 
vast  s tores of t ru th  an(l  li!lo\\-le<lge, r~nrl is scatteri!l;- i t  aI)l-o;t,I lil,e Ilenvei-il!. 
m a n n a  for l i i ingr~ .  souls." T o  such intuitive Ileal-ts a5 tllis. tllesr \\-01-tls il-on) 
an  Aclept may  be al~l)liotl : " A s  one 1)y one  ou r  intellectual forces tlt.l,:~~.t. 
leaving us only to turn  trai tors,  I say,  ' Ulessetl a r e  tile 1)ul.e in Ileal-t. for 
their  intuition \\.ill save t i ~ e m . '  "++ ~ I - ~ I ~ I L - s .  

RROOKT,PX T. S. has  hat1 regular  \veel<ly meetings on IVetlnesrla! 
evenings since its o r g a n i ~ a t i o n ,  a t  Ivhich papel-s have been l-enLl on such 
subjects  a s  Practical  T1leosopIi~-, I<eincarnation,  k c .  Th i s  month they i l l  
holtl a public meet ing ,  ant1 a s  lir001<1\-11 has  many incluirers interest  is sul-c to 
be arousetl. 

ARY-IN T. S.. S. Y.-At tile meetings a certain subject  is continueti 
du r ing  several  Lveeks. Concentr-ation ha s  been uticler cliscussion for 01-el- 
month ,  a n d  the  meet ing  of hIay 14th \\-as very interest ing,  a s  se\.eral m e m -  
bers  hat1 taken  up  E'atanjali's I rjAriz ~hi/ i lsn$hjf ,  dividing tlie \\-orl;. 1Iiss  
Hillartl reacl a valuable paper  revieiving the  SJ-stem a s  a \\-llole, ant1 Erotllel- 
H. T .  Patterson one  \ ~ h i c l l  consitlered some cluestions a r i s ing  out  of the first 
t en  Aphol-isms. These  t\vo, \\.it11 this  tliscussion thereon,  occul)ietl the 
evening. thus  leaving the  su l~ j ec t  for nest  meeting.  Th i s  methotl tends to 
infor111 member s  equally, and  is felt to 1)e of g r ea t  benefit. T h e  Branch 
meetings a r e  nl\vaps full, a n d  mati)- visitors present  each  e\-ening ; all open 
meeting is  the  rule for e ach  night ,  so  tha t  no inquirel-5 neetl remain a\ \-ay.  
\Vhene\rer there  a r e  initiations the open meet ing  ceases a t  half past  nine. 

THEOSOPHICAI, T R X C T S . - - T ~ ~ ~  Tr'lct " 7zeos(1$/2Y cts r z  Gztirie iil~ L(/-L, " 
which appeared  in the  T. P. S. has  been reprintetl in S e w  York 114' a m e m -  
1)er of the  At-.an T .  S. for clistril~ution, ant1 \ \ i l l  11e soltl very cheaply a t  50 cts. 
per  roo. 

*Quoted from memory and l~ossibly not \-erbatini 
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IN.I.EKE.-;.I. IS  THI.:O,OI)HI- has g-ro:vn 1-er!- ~iiucll of late,  as is attesteci by 
the fact that tile A\7c;if l ;?rk iWcL./I.i)~ rJ';j?'lrZ g-are it four C O I U I I I I ~ S  lately, setting 
forth fairly ant1 concisely its pr~ncipal  cloctl-ines. 'l'liis has been reat1 froni 
?vIaine to California, as is sho\.in 1)). letters passing in to the Eclitor on tlie 
sul~~iect .  o i  \vliich \\-e have bee11 allo\vecl to see samples. Xncl on JIay 1 5  tiie 
same p;~pei- 1"-intetl another column heatlecl l-Ieathe~!ism in Xe\v 1-01-li.' 
One ot' tile csrresponclents. a minister. \\.rote t'roiil I\-asilington Territory de- 
~nantli~lg- the theosophical 1-el)lj- to the cluestion. * ' ( ; rn~~ t i r ig  a s  true all the 
theosol)t~ists claim, how is a man to get  ritl of the sin ;~ncl evil Ile has cione- 
\vilere is the part1011 ? " Surely i f  this questioner esalnines tlie ia\v ol'I<arma, 
he \ \ - i l l  tind that . ' n o t  all the blootl of beasts o n  !e\\,ish altars slain " nor tlie 
bloocl of any one can ~ v a s h  out a single sin o r  f:iult. 11ut that tiie man must 
reap his own c ro l~s  and expiate each act of evil. 

X theosophical circulating Li l~rary  has been esta1)lished at  the General 
Secretary's office in Xenr York. Room 47, 2 1  Park Ron-. Donations ot'nnu~iey 
a n d  books have been macle by mem1)ers of the Arjlrr?z 27 S. sufficient to start  
it, ant1 it is expected that students throughout the country \\.ill I)e benetittecl 
by its use. The  rules reacl a s  follo\vs : 

This  Library is at  the Heaclc1uarte1-s of tlie Theosophical Society, Itoom 
47, 21  Park I<o\v, Xe\\.  YO^-k. 

I .  T h e  books of this liijrary \\-ill be lent to rneml~ers of the Theosophicnl 
Society, anrl to stucients of Theosophy unable to pul-cliase such. 

2. Stutie~its not members of the Society lnust fui-nish eniiorsemenr t1.0111 
some member in goocl standing. 

3. Fo r  ISIS UN\-I.:II.F.I) or ' ~ I T E  SECRET ~ O C T R I S E .  t!ie c h a ~ ' ~ e  \ \ . i l l  be 10 

cts. per \veek, one volurne onlj- being nilo\\-ec! a[ a tjnle ; for any other l~ooi;, 
five cts. per n.eek, transit i~~cluclecl. 

4. The  orclin,~ry length ,of time (luring nhicll a bool; may he kept out 
shall be 3 \veel;s. ezclusi\-e ofthe time 1-ecluil-etl for freight o r  carriage ; except 
rhat ISIS US\-LILED ant1 THE SE:CI<EI' I > O C ~ ' R I S E  may be l i e ~ t  out 6 \\eelis. 

j. (-)nl~- one 1,001; at a time can 11e lent to a l,or~-o\\-er. 
6. Rene~va l  of a book is permittecl \\-liere no one else has askecl for the 

same  hook l~efore  such request for renewal. 
7. Expense of mailing or espressage must 11e remitted in advance before 

any book \vill be sent. 
S. All hool;s lost 01- defaced sliall he paid for by the horro\\-er or his or 

her endorser. 
g. S'iolation of any rule \\-ill exclucle from further nse of the library. 
Applications may be sent to the Lil)rarial: a t  above address. 
All the best theosophical \vorks \ \ - i l l  I>e kept on hand, and also a s  many 

useful books on psq-chological, mystical, and metaphysical subjects a s  t h k  
funds \\-ill permit. Among other books all-eacly on hand a re  : 7/le  sf 
Docirinc., 2 sets ; I s i s  Ciz?/eile[z1, 3 sets ; Esolcric Ihcll'ti/lis//z, Uict~/f  ll/:)t./(i, 
Pzrr$ose of TT/lenso$/ly, ilfag-ic, I'(ZY(ZC~J/SZIS, T H E  PATH, l'/lac;r(t.c,lntZ ~ ; l i t r ,  

,I~/zo?z~g the h ' o s i r ~ ~ ~ c i ~ r n s ,  fliblt. ,1(J/i/zs, k c . ,  k c .  
It is i~ltendetl  for the use of all members throughout the L-nitetl States. 

P,orro\vers \vill i)e careful to give accurate aclclresses ancl to take cart. of the 
t~ool<s when taken out. 

Donations of either money or b001is \\-ill be gladly received, ant1 Inn!, be 
sent in care of T H E  I'A'I'H. 

DR. A. I ~ E I G H T I ~ E Y  has gone to Boston on a \'isit to the theosophists i n  
that vicinity. 

AT a recent meeting of the I<rishn~1 T. S. a paper on ( 'Krishna " \\-as 
read, contributed by a distalit fello\\- theosophist. \Ye recommentl to those 
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mern:')ers \\-ho have t ime a t  their  tlisposal ancl a r e  not  themselves attentlrlnts 
a t  Ijranch meetirigs to g e t  up  papers  upon theosophical sut)jects for the use of 
various 1;rancties. \\-e \ \ . i l l  glaclly indicate those I3ranches which \\-oultl i)e 
i)enehttetl by such  \\-ork. If men11)ers engagecl more  freely in such  efforts, 
tiiere \ \ -~ulc l  soon spr ing  u p  i n  all sect ions ot ou r  Society a uni ty  of thougtit 
ilntl action the  1-nlue of which cannot  l>e ovesstatetl. 

EAST OAKLAND, CAI,.-The Golclen Gate  Loclge is exhibit ing an  energy  
\\-liich shoulcl opera te  a s  a s p u r  ant1 as a model to sister  Branches.  No t  only 
a r e  public meetings helcl in San Francisco  on the  2tl and  4 t h  Sunclays of each  
month,  but  s imi la r  ones  ha\ .e  lately heen openet1 on the  1st ancl 3'1 Suntiaj-s  
i ~ ;  O:~lilantl, \\.here, intleetl, there  is no\\- hope of :L ne\v Branch.  T h e  G. (;. 
Lodge has  also issuetl for genera l  cii-culation n most excellent tract- 
.' Theosophy,  i ts  Aims ant1 C)l)jects.'' \\-e 1;ave rarely encou11te1-etl a 'l'heo- 
sophical leaflet so jutlicious, t l iscrin~in:~ting,  fxir. can(lic1 a s  tliis. I t  exl,~-esslj- 
c1iscl:iims proselyting o r  conversions, invites no t  onlj- investigxtion 1)ut the  
tiisclosure of mistal;e, takes tile grouncl t l i~rt  'I'l~eosol)ll! is p remature  till t h e  
recipient has  g rown  u p  to it,  silo\\-s tha t  tlie Society is for i~itel l igent  stucly 
an( l  for helping others,  ant1 not xt ail a scliool o t  occultism !;)I. l e : ~ ~ - ~ i i n s  tlie 
projection of the  astral  ;11111 like feats. 'l'his is its summin:,. up  : " Oui- 
purpose is to teach m a n  his o\vn na ture ,  nnission. aiitl c1estin)-, and  to assl>t 
him to unfold the  God \\-itllin liimseli. ' 'True Tiieosopli!- is e\-cl-j-thiilg t ! i ~ t  
aids o r  elevates manl<intl, and  ou r  chief object  is not so  mucii to gratify in-  
dividuql aspirat ions a s  to serve  ou r  fellon- men. '  " If this is the  sl~it-it of the 
Lodge ,  no  \voncler its pu l~ l i c  meetings a r e  groiving in numl )e~ -  ant1 at tentlance : 

SXTIVA T .  S.-The Secretary 's  n e w  adclress is 130s 1772 ,  Los Angeles.  
T h e  Granch  has  two meet ings  a week,  one  closetl, t h e  o ther  open.  11~0s.  
John and  Jas.  Pryse have gone  a\\-ay on  long  journeys,  bu t  left earnes t  \\-orkers 
behind. 

Los ANGEI.ES T. S. continues its activity. T h e  two  Branches  in the 
ci ty \\.ill probably infuse theosophy into tha t  section. Both a r e  ask ing  for 
applicat ion blanlcs for n e w  members .  

I N  response t o  the  appea l  for funcls for the  Genera l  Secretary 's  office 
\vhicli the  Convention au tho r i~e t l .  there  have been received up  to May ~ 5 t h ~  
from Branches  $70.50, fronl intiivitluals $164. 

DUI:I,IN LODGE.-At tlie first open meet ing  of this lodge in the  l l~on th  o t  
April an  excellent paper  on Count l 'olstoi's life and  teachings  was  read by h11.. 
F u l l e r ;  anci a t  the  second open meet ing  an  instructive paper  b y  J I r .  
Arms t rong  on  " Suggestions for theosophical inquirers " was  read,-follon etl 
in both cases by harnlonious anel animateel discussion. T h e  a t tendance  \ \ a s  
good,  ant1 interest  is still spreading  both in Dublin anel Limerick.  

-- FRED J. DICK. 

I n  t he  April ,  I 889, i s sue  of t he  PATH, t w o  g lar ing  er rors  c r ep t  in  on 
the  first p a g e  in t h e  initial verse. ' ' l17hither " was  pr in ted  " whether. '  

Subscr ibers  will please correct .  

"The  future exists in and grows out of the present. H e  who knows 
this will do his whole duty."j 

OM. 


